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			SADC Regional Development Fund operationalisation imminent?
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			This briefing examines the need for and potential role of the SADC Regional Development Fund in addressing the region's infrastructure needs.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			
Infrastructure development, as an enabler of economic growth and catalyst for poverty alleviation, is an integral part of the economic development agenda of most African developing countries. New estimates by the African Development Bank suggest that the continent’s infrastructure needs amount to $130–$170 billion a year, with an annual financing gap of between $67.6 and $107.5 billion.




The lack of financing for the enormous infrastructure deficit that countries face has been exacerbated by rapid urbanisation, the global economic slowdown, rising debt levels, climate change and the commitments that governments have made to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). African governments’ public finances are insufficient to address this deficit without additional inputs.




In Southern Africa there has been ongoing discussion about establishing an infrastructure financing mechanism to support the region’s ambitious industrialisation plans. In 2017 SADC decided to operationalise the long-anticipated SADC Regional Development Fund (RDF).




The authors of this paper consider the focus placed on infrastructure development in SADC via various global, continental and regional infrastructure plans and initiatives, and analyse the implementation of these plans. The challenges at each stage of the infrastructure pipeline in SADC are explored, drawing on current financing mechanisms. The typical shortcomings in addressing early stage project development – from project conceptualisation to feasibility decisions – are also highlighted as critical stages that require concentrated effort, technical expertise and stakeholder inputs. Finally, proposals are set out for the focus and ultimate operationalisation of the SADC RDF.




Download the policy briefing.

		

				

				
				
			The views expressed in this publication/article are those of the author/s and do not necessarily reflect the views of the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA).
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Uganda: The Future of Work for Youth
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Assessing the Macroeconomic Resilience of Uganda and Rwanda
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Macroeconomic Resilience in Benin and Togo
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			The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) is an independent public policy think tank advancing a well governed, peaceful, economically sustainable and globally engaged Africa.
		

				

				
				
							Tel: +27 (0)11 339-2021 | info@saiia.org.za
						

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Special Projects
		

				

				
				
						
					G20 Toolkit
	China-Africa Toolkit
	NeST Africa
	CoMPRA
	Value Chains in Southern Africa
	APRM Toolkit
	Africa Portal

			
						
					G20 Toolkit
	China-Africa Toolkit
	NeST Africa
	CoMPRA
	Value Chains in Southern Africa
	APRM Toolkit
	Africa Portal

			
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			About
		

				

				
				
						
					Contact
	Media Enquiries
	Experts
	Library
	Funders
	Membership
	Western Cape Branch
	Privacy Policy

			
						
					Contact
	Media Enquiries
	Experts
	Library
	Funders
	Membership
	Western Cape Branch
	Privacy Policy

			
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Get Updates from SAIIA
		

				

				
				
			Sign up for the SAIIA newsletter and event notifications.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
						Subscribe
		
					
		

				

				

				
				
					
							
					
						Facebook
											
				
							
					
						Twitter
											
				
							
					
						Linkedin
											
				
							
					
						Instagram
											
				
							
					
						Youtube
											
				
					

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
						
					
			
						
				
			© All rights reserved South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA)
		

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Powered by THINKTEAM
		

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				

		












































