
Contents

Background 2

The Agenda 2

Structuring the Summit 
Agenda: Contours of 
Potential Compromise 6

How Should South 
Africa Position Itself? 10

Endnotes 12

South African Institute of International Affairs

November 2008

S A I I A
 African Perspectives. Global Insights.

POLICY BRIEF ING NO 2

Towards a new ‘Washington 
consensus’?
South Africa, the G20 leaders’ summit, 

and the financial crisis

P e t e r  D r a p e r

Agriculture and relief were simple matters compared to 

international monetary arrangements. The period of gestation 

of the latter about doubled that of elephants.

– Dean Acheson, reflecting on his experience as the US State 

Departments’ delegation head at the Bretton Woods conference.1

Peter Draper is a Research 
Fellow of the South African 
Institute of International 
Affairs, and heads its 
Development through Trade 
Programme.

A f r i c a n  i n s i g h t s .  G l o b a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s .



T O W A R D S  A  N E W  ‘ W A S H I N G T O N  C O N S E N S U S ’ ?

S A I I A  P O L I C Y  B R I E F I N G

2

N O  2

BaCkground

To the apparent surprise of G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank governors 

meeting in Washington during the annual October gathering this year, George 

Bush, outgoing President of the United States of America (US), proposed that a 

formal summit of G20 heads of state convene in Washington on November 15th. 

This will be the first time that the G202 has been convened at Heads of State level, 

an indication that something serious has animated the meeting.

The immediate backdrop to this important initiative is well-

known: the financial crisis emanating in the developed world 

and the USA in particular, which is now threatening to spread 

to emerging markets. Less clear, however, are USA intentions in 

convening the summit. Some observers3 argue that it is motivated 

by the need to be seen to be doing something, in order to con-

tribute to restoring market confidence. In this view not much 

can be achieved beyond foreign policy symbolism and, in any 

event, Heads of State are not the right people to be discussing 

complex issues of international finance and management of the 

global economy (a job best left to Finance Ministers and Central 

Bank governors). Some see it as an implicit recognition that G7/8 

efforts are insufficient in the context of a changing global political 

economy. One variation on this theme regards the meeting as an 

attempt to sell G7 crisis management programmes to a broader 

group of ‘systemically significant’ countries – both developed and 

developing. Another, optimistic variation sees it as a golden opportunity to over-

haul global financial governance, with the grandest proposal being that the summit 

be used to kick-start a ‘Bretton Woods 2’ process equivalent in ambition to its 

illustrious predecessor which established the broad outlines of the current set of 

governance arrangements.

As with most things in life the truth lies somewhere in-between. Accordingly, 

this briefing explores the likely contours of the meeting and its longer-term impli-

cations. This discussion is deliberately framed at a broad strategic level, at the 

risk of sacrificing detail. Reform options for global financial governance are also 

discussed. Throughout the political economy parameters within which the discus-

sions will take place are emphasised, in order to establish what is feasible at the 

summit and what is not. The briefing concludes with concrete recommendations 

for how the South African government should position itself in the summit, in light 

of political economy realities.

the agenda

According to the White House, the purpose of the November 15th meeting is to4:

… review progress being made to address the current financial crisis, 

advance a common understanding of its causes, and, in order to avoid a 
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repetition, agree on a common set of principles for reform of the regulatory 

and institutional regimes for the world’s financial sectors.

Accordingly, in order to understand how South Africa should position itself we 

need to take this broad agenda and unpack it.

Diagnosing and addressing the financial crisis
There is broad consensus on the proximate causes of the financial crisis. This con-

cerns the inadequate regulatory frameworks governing financial markets in the 

developed world, and the US in particular. Of most concern is the relatively recent 

rapid expansion in use of leveraged financial instruments which led over time to 

diffusion of debt across developed world financial systems. This fuelled a series of 

financial bubbles that ultimately burst - the most serious and notorious being the 

mortgage finance or ‘sub-prime’ crisis in the US. Within this a key problem has been 

tracing liability for debt to its various sources, since all financial institutions seem 

to have participated in the ‘leveraging’ process whereby debts were spliced, diced, 

parcelled out and are ultimately difficult to trace to their origin. This opacity has 

fuelled a collapse of confidence in credit markets, which in turn have frozen up as 

financial institutions find it difficult to know which of their peers is credit-worthy 

and which not. This ‘credit crunch’ is now feeding through into the real economy, 

as firms find it difficult to raise finance and consequently curtail spending plans 

or find their loans being called in notwithstanding often good financial situations. 

Hence the credit crisis is now fuelling recessionary conditions in the developed 

world and through a variety of channels in the developing world too.

Notwithstanding this broad consensus regarding the regulatory origins of the 

crisis, the picture is more complicated than that. At the systemic level it is clear that 

the massive expansion of leveraged debt was fuelled in the US, and elsewhere, by 

relatively lax monetary conditions5. Partly this is owing to policies pursued by the 

US Federal Reserve, which has maintained rather low real interest rates for most of 

this millennium. Behind this, the Bush administration practised deficit spending 

whilst US consumers engaged in record consumption, with the result being that 

US savings levels have been very low for years now. These conditions resulted in 

the US running historically unprecedented trade deficits, funded by extraordinary 

capital account surpluses. In effect the US has been borrowing from Asia and oil 

SA –17

USA –736.8

EU –202.8

Emerging Europe
–121.5

Capital

China 363

Japan 212.8

Oil exporters
423.5

Developing
countries

630.9

Sub-Saharan
Africa
1.6

Figure 1: Global imbalances in 2007 – current account in bn$
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exporting countries in order to finance domestic expenditure (see Figure 1)6.

Thus US credit markets in recent years have been pumped up by massive infu-

sions of emerging market capital, which kept US interest rates low. Substantially 

underlying this has been Asian governments’ desire to run trade surpluses, which 

in turn require undervalued currencies effectively pegged to the US dollar with the 

US being the main export market too. Those currency pegs – China’s in particular 

– inhibit market led unwinding of macroeconomic imbalances, whilst at the same 

time fuelling protectionist sentiment in those countries with substantial manufac-

turing bases and flexible currencies (such as South Africa).

From the above it is clear that addressing regulatory problems alone is necessary 

but not sufficient to addressing the problem. Global macroeconomic imbalances 

form a critical backdrop to the credit market crisis, and will have to be addressed in 

any discussion about reform. Furthermore, it should be apparent that the broader 

multilateral trade agenda has to be addressed as part of a broader package designed 

to alleviate the crisis, stave off protectionist pressures, and underpin the reformist 

thrust.

As for ameliorating the current crisis, the developed world has already taken 

major steps in the right direction: recapitalising banking systems; in the US case 

implementing a process to remove ‘toxic assets’ from financial institutions books; 

guaranteeing their debts; guaranteeing consumer deposits; and providing liquidity 

through interest rate cuts. These steps are designed to get banks to resume lend-

ing to each other thereby alleviating the credit crunch. However, it is important to 

appreciate that the course the crisis will take is likely to be substantially different in 

the US and United Kingdom (UK) compared to Europe. In the US 

case the amount of money likely to be spent in fixing the system 

will probably be in the order of 10-15 percent of gross domestic 

product (GDP) – well within historical parameters.7 Given the 

pace with which the US government has moved8 it is also likely 

that recovery will take place relatively early.

The UK government has also moved decisively to implement 

crisis response measures. And it is able to do so more flexibly than 

its European counterparts by virtue of the fact the latter are con-

strained by their common membership of the European Monetary 

Union (EMU).9 Given that EMU countries have ceded monetary 

policy autonomy to the European Central Bank, whose sole man-

date is to combat inflation, fiscal policy is the only instrument 

available for reflating their economies. However, prolonged use 

of deficit spending will strain the finance and stability pact which 

underpins the EMU.10 Spain faces the most severe deflationary 

conditions since its housing and construction bubbles are the 

largest; consequently it is likely to find itself severely constrained by EMU stric-

tures. Italy is already highly indebted, and its banks are very exposed to Eastern 

Europe11 where the crisis is likely to hit hardest. It too will face major challenges 

in keeping its economy afloat. The travails of these two countries, possibly joined 

by Austria – whose banks are also highly exposed to Eastern Europe – could strain 

EMU unity to the breaking point if not handled correctly. In addition, the East-

ern European countries that have been queuing to join the EMU will find their 
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aspirations postponed for a considerable length of time as the crisis strains their 

economies and treasuries. Russia, notwithstanding its recent wobbles, is likely to 

be able to ride out the storm owing to its massive foreign exchange reserves which 

have already been deployed to recapitalise its banks.12

Given the uncertainties over the extent of the bad debt problem, and the chal-

lenges Europe in particular faces in managing the fallout, it is questionable whether 

the steps taken by developed countries will suffice in keeping the global economy 

afloat. Therefore, one of the items likely to feature on the G20 

Leaders’ agenda is what steps other substantial economies, espe-

cially Japan and China, can take to underpin global economic 

growth.13 Both face major challenges. Japan is still recovering from 

its ‘lost decade’ in the 1990s and does not have the fiscal or mon-

etary policy space for major reflationary policies.14 Furthermore, 

the Yen faces continued appreciation pressure while the ‘carry 

trade’15 continues to unwind. This is pressuring Japan’s export sec-

tor – the most dynamic part of its economy. China’s leadership is 

concerned about the implications of slowing export growth com-

bined with its own house price deflation. Nonetheless both have 

huge foreign reserves and should contribute to emerging market 

bailouts – via the International Monetary Fund (IMF) or other-

wise. China also has substantial scope for domestic reflationary 

policies, and has just announced a major stimulus package in this 

regard amounting to some US$ 586 billion16, which comes on top 

of three recent interest rate cuts. However, China should not stop 

there and should consider further measures concerning appreciating its exchange 

rate, although that issue may belong to the medium-term reform agenda.

And there will be pressure on those ‘in a position to do so’ to implement refla-

tionary measures.17 From a South African perspective the question is what measures 

could be taken here, in the context of a looming election and uncertain macroeco-

nomic prospects? We return to this question in section 3.

Whilst all of this is necessary in order to prevent the crisis from becoming 

much worse the developing world nonetheless faces starker economic prospects. 

The most immediate and broad problem is that developed country banks and other 

financial institutions are withdrawing capital from developing countries in order to 

shore up their own books; hence emerging economies with high current account 

deficits – such as South Africa – and/or dubious policy environments are now 

exposed. The second problem is that as the developed world recession deepens, 

so demand for developing country exports, especially commodities, slackens. For 

those countries that depend on such exports for their foreign currency earnings 

they are likely to be hit by a ‘double-whammy’.

Therefore the IMF has moved back into the frame as the ‘lender of last resort’. 

However, with the exception of a recently announced facility for loans to systemi-

cally significant developing countries exhibiting sound policies18, the IMF still 

imposes stringent conditionality’s on those countries forced to turn to it in difficult 

times. And there are some doubts about whether it has sufficient capital to assist 

emerging markets likely to be overwhelmed as the devastation caused by the finan-

cial crisis spreads.19 Furthermore, it is not the only lender in town: the US Federal 
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Reserve has extended currency swap lines to several large developing countries20; 

China and Japan are sponsoring an East Asian initiative to establish a crisis fund 

which builds on the Chiang Mai initiative of currency swap-lines established in the 

aftermath of the Asian financial crisis21; and there is talk in Europe about setting up 

a stability fund to assist crisis-exposed East European countries22. Africa, parts of 

Latin America, and other small, poor countries are left out of these independent cri-

sis response mechanisms meaning that should trouble strike they will probably be 

obliged to turn to the IMF – unless China opens its credit taps to 

them. Overall, though, it is clear that the IMF is back in business 

albeit the nature of its role will be under the microscope within 

the broader context of discussions over reforming it to match 21st 

century requirements.

Clearly the agenda at the Washington summit could be 

crowded, if not properly handled. It is worth bearing in mind that 

the original Bretton Woods conference took years to conclude and 

was led by senior officials, not Heads of State. Furthermore, that 

conference was convened in the context of a global conflagration 

– World War Two – in the aftermath of the most serious economic 

meltdown in recent economic history – the Great Depression. 

The current crisis, whilst serious, does not currently appear to 

be in the same ‘league’ and occurs in the absence of worldwide 

conflict. Consequently, a sense of historical perspective is neces-

sary in order to temper ambitions for the Washington summit, 

thereby focusing on what can realistically be achieved rather than 

lofty, unrealisable ambitions. And much depends on how US President-elect Barack 

Obama positions himself at the meeting since he will be in attendance. Conse-

quently, the following discussion fleshes out plausible contours of the Washington 

agenda.23

struCturing the summit agenda: Contours of 
Potential ComPromise

From the foregoing analysis, it seems to me that five broad elements for the summit 

agenda present themselves:

Next steps to reflate the global economy;•	

Reforming regulatory frameworks governing financial markets;•	

Reform of and repositioning the IMF in relation to regulatory reforms;•	

The cluster of issues concerning macroeconomic imbalances;•	

Reviving the multilateral trade agenda.•	

Needless to say, the key actors are not of one mind on these issues – and it is a big 

agenda. Next I take each issue in turn and briefly speculate on how the key actors 

may position themselves on it, in relation to other issues they wish to promote at 

the summit. In the next section I discuss how South Africa could position itself in 

relation to these issues, in light of political economy realities.

A sense of historical 

perspective is necessary 

in order to temper 

ambitions for the 

Washington summit



T O W A R D S  A  N E W  ‘ W A S H I N G T O N  C O N S E N S U S ’ ?

S A I I A  P O L I C Y  B R I E F I N G

7

N O  2

Reflating the global economy
On this issue there is broad consensus that more steps are required, particularly in 

the realm of fiscal policy in developed countries and major developing countries, 

especially China. There is also consensus that some developing countries – such as 

South Africa, may not be in a position to make a major contribution on this front. 

Hence this particular agenda item seems relatively uncontroversial, and could in 

principle be handled relatively quickly.

Reforming regulatory frameworks governing finance
Not surprisingly, this issue could prove contentious. It is beyond the scope of this 

briefing to delve into the technical details involved. At the geo-economic level 

whilst there is broad agreement that reforms need to be undertaken, there is less 

consensus, if not disagreement, on what exactly needs to be done. It would appear 

that the US and UK favour some reforms, but nothing too radical that would under-

mine their obvious competitive advantages in global finance, including subjecting 

their financial systems to supra-national control. Those advantages have brought 

enormous benefits to each economy, and will not be lightly conceded. In addition, 

both the US and UK seem to be relatively well-placed to manage the crisis and 

ensuing recession, compared to their EMU counterparts and possibly Japan. Conse-

quently they are even less likely to make major concessions.24 The EMU countries, 

on the other hand, are agitating for wholesale regulatory reform. It is likely that 

they will receive some support from developing countries most exposed to the 

crisis, such as Brazil, South Africa, and possibly India. However, 

it is not clear which way China will lean, since China’s financial 

system is largely insulated from the crisis – albeit the economic 

impacts will be felt via a growth slowdown. And it is not clear 

which way smaller developed country G20 members such as Can-

ada and Australia will lean. If they were to support the European 

position it is unlikely to tip the scales in favour of wholesale regu-

latory reform, given the likely opposition of the US and UK.

In my view while more coordinated and tighter regulations 

are clearly necessary and not in dispute, this should not be taken 

so far that the outcome is to strangle global capital flows. Many 

countries, especially in the developing world and including South 

Africa, have benefited from capital inflows albeit the association 

is difficult to prove. The trick is to manage such inflows well, and 

not to pursue precipitate liberalisation.25 In short, whilst better 

and more coordinated regulation is necessary, the baby should not 

be thrown out with the bathwater.

Beyond the geo-politics of regulatory reform, there are many technical and 

institutional challenges involved. Howard Davies, formerly Chairman of the UK’s 

Financial Services Authority (FSA), notes26 that when he assumed his post in 1997 

the FSA was a member of 75 international bodies and committees; when he left that 

number had doubled. Furthermore, he notes that the global regulatory system is 

built in three ‘silos’ - banking, securities, and insurance - and that risks are trans-

ferred between all three. He argues that simpler structures are needed.
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Nonetheless, there may be considerable room for crafting compromises on some 

of the technical issues in play, such as proposals for counter-cyclical capital ade-

quacy requirements, but how to pursue such proposals is a vexed issue. Regarding 

the institutional questions Davies notes that both the key multilateral regulatory 

forums confront legitimacy problems: the Financial Stability Forum and the Basel 

Committee. To this we would add the IMF. In all three institutions European coun-

tries are over-represented, and Asia under-represented, relative to their current and 

potential weights in the global economy. This is the meat of the 

longer-term reform agenda, which I return to below in the context 

of the discussion on the IMF.

How could this representational problem be resolved? It is very 

difficult to see European states agreeing to diminished influence 

at a time when they are strongly pushing the regulatory reform 

agenda. One possible bargain could be for the US and UK to agree 

to substantial regulatory reform in exchange for expansion of Asian 

influence in these three multilateral institutions. However, three 

obstacles are immediately apparent. First, it is not clear what such 

a negotiating approach would deliver to the US and UK, beyond 

fulfilling a longstanding desire to integrate China more closely into 

Western designed institutions of global economic governance.27 

Second, the US regulatory system is fiendishly complex, and tied 

up with the balance of power between the federal government and 

states. Whilst President-elect Obama may have a unique window 

of opportunity to centralise regulation at the federal level, it is by 

no means obvious that Congress will acquiesce in this. It is also not obvious that 

Mr Obama will decide to deploy his political capital in this manner. Third, does 

China really want more multilateral finance responsibilities? Its financial system is 

relatively insulated; assuming more responsibilities may bring obligations to reform; 

it has many domestic challenges to deal with; and it is fully capable of deploying its 

financial muscle bilaterally and on its own terms. So what concessions would China 

extract should the Europeans agree to an expansion of its role?

IMF reform in relation to regulatory reform
There is a longstanding agenda on IMF reform, and the G20 has been particularly 

active in pursuing it. This is not the place to review that agenda, since it is long 

and rather technical; nonetheless I offer a few thoughts. First, it is likely that there 

will be some discussion around increasing Asian representation in the IMF, albeit 

this is likely to run into longstanding European opposition. Indeed South Africa 

is ambivalent to this agenda since any quota increase is almost certain to diminish 

Africa’s ‘voice’. Nevertheless, as mentioned above if the US and UK support regula-

tory reform there may be some scope for compromise here – assuming China wants 

in. In this light it may also be possible to obtain agreement to open up the process 

whereby the heads of the IMF and World Bank are appointed; in other words to 

abolish the ‘ancien regime’ arrangement whereby the US appoints the latter and 

the Europeans the former. Furthermore, and in light of the emergence of competi-

tors to the IMF in the ‘bailout game’, it may be possible to secure less intrusive 

It is very difficult to see 

European states agreeing 

to diminished influence 

at a time when they are 

strongly pushing the 

regulatory reform agenda



T O W A R D S  A  N E W  ‘ W A S H I N G T O N  C O N S E N S U S ’ ?

S A I I A  P O L I C Y  B R I E F I N G

9

N O  2

conditionalities attached to those bailouts – at least for those countries that are 

reasonably well-governed. And as Davies argues28 it may also be possible to secure 

a greater role for the IMF in linking its current macroeconomic surveillance man-

date to regulation, although the US in particular will not acquiesce to this being 

too intrusive. In this light and assuming China is willing it may also be possible to 

accord the IMF more oversight of currency regimes.

However, this is a complex and medium term agenda. Agreement on these issues 

is not likely to be forged in the Washington meeting.

Global macroeconomic imbalances
This agenda item is extremely complex, and not amenable to solu-

tions in Washington. At its core is the rise of Asia and the region’s 

associated currency management practices, and its flipside in US 

and European trade deficits with China. This problem is intri-

cately tied up in the actions of multinational corporations, not 

least US and European, in operating East Asian production net-

works. And as Asian trade surpluses generate ever larger foreign 

exchange pools, so their deployment into sovereign wealth funds 

is attracting increasingly negative attention in Western capitals. 

Hence investment protectionism is on the rise. At the same time, 

the Chinese government has made it abundantly clear that it will 

not float its currency in the near future. Consequently pressure in 

Washington and Brussels for retaliatory trade measures is steadily 

building. Add to this associated protectionist pressures linked to climate change 

mitigation, and the multilateral trading system moves inexorably into the frame.

Multilateral trade
The immediate focus should be on what each G20 participant country can do to 

contribute to seeing out the Doha round of multilateral trade negotiations. One 

option, put forward by Jeffrey Schott of the Petersen Institute for International 

Economics, is to pursue an ‘early harvest’29 in the negotiations combined with a 

‘standstill clause’30, rather than wait for the entire package to be wrapped up.31 

If this proposal is accepted it would have substantial implications for the way in 

which multilateral trade negotiations are conducted in future since the ‘single 

undertaking principle’32 would have been breached. Indeed longer term reform of 

the WTO and the multilateral trading system is very much on the agenda so this 

would not be out of kilter with current discussions. However, given that the Doha 

round is so fraught and that Heads of State have committed to concluding negotia-

tions before without visible impact, it is difficult to see what difference G20 leaders 

could make beyond rhetorical commitments to these objectives. And it is obvious 

that concluding the round is primarily the responsibility of Trade ministers, not 

Heads of State. That said, President-elect Obama could make a major contribution 

by affirming his commitment to seeking extension of trade promotion authority – a 

prerequisite to concluding the Doha Round.
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Likely Outcomes?
One of the most significant achievements is merely to convene the G20 Heads of 

State. This grouping, whilst not perfectly representative by any means, nonetheless 

would mark a substantial improvement over the G8 – at least in terms of legiti-

macy. Its effectiveness, should the momentum be maintained, remains to be seen. 

Furthermore, developing countries are concerned that the G20 could become the 

conduit for policies cooked up in the G7/8, in other words a rubber stamp. Hence 

there are dangers associated with participating in the meeting, albeit it is arguably 

better to have a seat at the table than not. And the agenda – as outlined above – is 

complex. How then should South Africa position itself?

how should south afriCa Position itself?

First of all South Africa should support the institutionalisation of the G20 lead-

ers summit, or at least a more representative north-south grouping. Whilst Heads 

of State are not best equipped to negotiate the items on this agenda (Finance and 

Trade ministers are better placed) a regular summit at their level could provide the 

necessary pressure to advance discussions and broker key political compromises. 

Concerning those compromises, South Africa is involved in establishing developing 

country groupings that offer the potential for countervailing the G7/8 on issues of 

broad developing country interest, and should start from a position of confidence 

that these formations will gain in strength as economic power shifts eastward. The 

countries in the G20 may not be the most representative grouping, 

but it is a good basis from which to proceed and more importantly 

the group has a track record.

Regarding the specific agenda items I take those discussed 

above, and tease out South African negotiating propositions. One 

caveat is important here: I do not expect progress on all of these 

items at the Washington summit; therefore the propositions out-

lined below should be regarded as a medium-term agenda.

Reflating the global economy
Clearly South Africa should support this goal. And we may have 

some flexibility to pursue reflationary policies. On the fiscal front 

the Jacob Zuma-led African National Congress has agitated for 

fiscal expansion to address the country’s dire social challenges. 

Also financial markets are concerned about the possible growth 

impacts of the spreading international recession on South Africa. 

On the flip side inflation has most likely peaked as commodity prices, particularly 

oil, decline. Therefore, provided funds are spent for investment purposes there may 

be scope for escalating expenditures. However, if such expenditures are deployed 

to import capital goods to support infrastructure expenditures – as a substantial 

portion surely will be – this will place further pressure on our current account and 

thereby on the Rand. The latter is particularly vulnerable as capital continues to 

flow out of emerging markets. Hence inflation is likely to remain relatively high 
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whilst the currency remains weak. That combination places a floor under the pros-

pects for monetary easing via interest rates. A preferable fiscal expansion option 

might therefore be to cut taxes, although this may also lead to increased imports 

it is unlikely to be on the same scale as increased infrastructure expenditures. In 

sum therefore, South Africa may be able to offer some contribution on the fiscal 

side, but there is precious little room for manoeuvre on the monetary front. But a 

gesture on the fiscal front at the summit would serve both domestic political goals 

and afford some negotiating traction on other agenda items.

Reforming regulatory frameworks governing global 
finance, and the IMF
The South African financial system has emerged relatively 

unscathed from the crisis to date, largely owing to sound finan-

cial regulation. Accordingly South Africa should support the 

Europeans in pursuing this objective. In doing so, however, the 

delegation should be mindful that the Europeans are the principle 

obstacle in the way of reforming the IMF and other multilateral 

institutions concerned with regulating global finance, and that 

ambitious reform proposals are unlikely to succeed. Further-

more, such reforms are unlikely to benefit South Africa and Africa 

directly, albeit supporting greater Asian representation is ‘the right 

thing to do’. Therefore, South Africa should hold the line on main-

taining a minimum African representation in those institutions, or 

a ‘floor’ below which their representation should not subside. Furthermore, South 

Africa should continue to push for reform to the IMF’s Board in order to increase 

African representation. In the absence of favourable movement on these issues 

South Africa should withhold support for proposals to increase the oversight pow-

ers of the IMF in domestic financial regulation, but for reasons explained below not 

on currency management.

Macroeconomic imbalances: Chinese currency reform
As noted above this agenda is unlikely to succeed at the summit, but remains a 

critical component of overall reform. South Africa, with its floating currency and 

strong desire in the tripartite alliance to boost industrial growth through exports, 

has a strong stake in Asian currency appreciation. Therefore South Africa could 

broadly support the US and EU position on this issue, accepting that we will run 

up against China in doing so. But given that this issue is unlikely to gain much 

traction at the summit, and that there are some sensitivities around supporting a 

‘northern agenda’, South Africa could simply signal its position without holding too 

strongly to it. But in the medium term it remains, in my view, in our core interest 

to push for Chinese currency reform.

Multilateral trade
South Africa needs to reaffirm its willingness to see the Doha round through. 

The Europeans are the 

principle obstacle in 

the way of reforming 

the IMF and other 

multilateral institutions 

concerned with regulating 

global finance
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Clearly, and as articulated by the South African authorities, this cannot be offered 

at any price. Therefore, South Africa should join the UK in pushing for further 

concessions on agriculture from France, Germany, and the US, in return for which 

some flexibility on industrial tariffs and services could be proffered. Such condi-

tional signals should be made in the full knowledge that the Doha round has its 

own political dynamic which to date seems to have been impervious to the assur-

ances of various Heads of State.
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