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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES  
Mr Samuel Atuobi 
Senior Researcher at the Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre (KAIPTC). [Ghana] 
Samuel Atuobi is a Senior Researcher at the Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre (KAIPTC), in Accra, 
Ghana. He also heads the International Institutions Programme (IIP) based at the KAIPTC. The Programme currently 
supports the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in the implementation of the Conflict Prevention 
Framework (ECPF), part of which focuses on the project ‘Improving West Africa’s Capacity on Mediation and Peace 
Processes in West Africa’.  Mr Atuobi has broad research and policy interest in peace and security issues in Africa and 
has written extensively on several topics. He has conducted research in areas such as governance and security; 
terrorism and organized crime; responsibility to protect civilians in armed conflicts; and mediation and peace 
processes. 
 
Mr Paul Cambo Baloyi 
CEO of the Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA) [South Africa] 
Paul Cambo Baloyi is the CEO of the Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA).  Mr. Baloyi’s experience in the 
banking industry spans almost 30 years and includes various leadership positions in risk and human resource 
management, government lending and corporate finance. Prior to his appointment to the DBSA in 2006, he held 
various positions at Nedbank Limited including that of Managing Director until January 2006. He holds an MBA from 
the University of Manchester (2004) and completed the Senior Executive Programme at Harvard Business School in 
2001.  
 
Ms Ruchita Beri 
Senior Research Associate at the Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA) [India] 
Ruchita Beri is a Senior Research Associate and Coordinator of the Africa and West Asia programme at the Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA) in New Delhi, India. Her focus is on political and security issues in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Her current research focus is Redefining India-Africa relations. She is the Vice President of the African Studies 
Association of India and an alumna of the Women in International Security (WIIS), in the United States.  She is co-
editor of the book Africa and Energy Security and has contributed to journal articles and book chapters in over 75 
publications. She has an M Phil in African Studies from Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) in New Delhi and a diploma 
on Conflict Studies from the Department of Peace and Conflict Research at Uppsala University in Sweden. 
 
 
 



 
Dr Melha Rout Biel  
Assistant Professor of Political Science University of Juba [South Sudan] 
Dr Melha Rout Biel is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Juba in South Sudan. He teaches 
Political Science and Public Administration. As part of the Centre for Peace and Development Studies at Juba, he 
teaches Strategic and Diplomatic Studies and International Relations. He is also Deputy Vice Chancellor of Dr. John 
Garang Memorial University of Science and Technology in the Sudanese city of Bor. Dr. Biel spent several years at 
Erfurt University of Applied Sciences in Germany where he taught Social Work and Social Education from 2001 until 
2007. 
 

Professor  Laurence Boulle 
Director of the Mandela Institute and Issy Wolfson Professor of Law in the University of the Witwatersrand, [South 
Africa] 
Professor Laurence Boulle is Director of the Mandela Institute and Issy Wolfson Professor of Law in the University of 
the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. He teaches and writes on aspects of international economic law and his 
publications include a book on The Law of Globalisation (Kluwer Law, The Netherlands, 2009) and acting as editor of 
Challenges to Multilateral Trade – Regionalism, Preferentialism and Bilateralism (Kluwer Law, 2008) and Globalisation 
and Governance (Siber Ink, 2011). Professor Boulle has also worked in the dispute resolution area as a consultant, 
mediator, trainer and teacher. His books on mediation and alternative dispute resolution have been published in 
seven countries. He has been involved in policy-making in this area in both South Africa and Australia. He is also 
Professor of Law in Bond University, Australia, and Honorary Research Fellow in the Suzman Institute, Johannesburg. 
In the past three years he has taught and presented conference papers in South Africa, Belgium, Turkey, Japan, 
Taiwan, Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Mr Raman Dhawan 
Managing Director of Tata Africa Holdings [South Africa] 
Mr Raman Dhawan has been with Tata Group for over 33 years.  As principal executive of TATA in Africa, he is 
responsible for co-ordinating all activities and operations of the Tata companies in Africa.  Tata Africa has a strong 
presence in 11 African countries and its businesses include Automotive, Steel, Hospitality, Mining products, IT and 
Telecommunications, Chemical, Power and Farming.  The Board is guided and assisted by him in making all major 

decisions relating to growth, diversification and fresh investment plans of Tata Group Companies in Africa.   
 
Mr Vikram Doraiswami  
Consul General of India in Johannesburg [South Africa] 
Mr Vikram Doraiswami is currently Consul General of India in Johannesburg. He has served in India’s Foreign Ministry 
for 19 years. His previous postings include assignments in Hong Kong, Beijing, India’s Mission to the United Nations in 
New York as Political Counsellor, before being assigned to the Indian Consulate in Johannesburg two years ago. In 
India, he was Deputy Chief of Protocol and thereafter was on deputation in the office of the Prime Minister of India for 
over four years, two of which were spent as Private Secretary to the current Prime Minister.  
 
Mr Peter Draper 
Senior Research Fellow in the Economic Diplomacy programme at the South African Institute of International Affairs 
[South Africa] 
Peter Draper is a Senior Research Fellow in the Economic Diplomacy programme at the South African Institute of 
International Affairs. He is also Visiting Adjunct Professor of International Business at Wits Business School and a 
Research Associate of the Department of Political Science at the University of Pretoria. In his previous positions at the 
South African Department of Trade and Industry, he was the head of the Asia and Mercosur desks and Director of 
Economic Analysis and Research in the DTI’s International Trade and Economic Development Division. He is a board 
member and non-resident senior fellow of the Brussels-based European Centre for International Political Economy, 
non-resident Fellow of the OECD’s Development Centre, a member of the IMD-Lausanne’s Evian group, member of the 



World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on Trade; and member of the World Economic Survey Expert Group 
coordinated by the Institute for Economic Research at the University of Munich. 
 
 
Dr Stephen Gelb 
Executive Director of The Edge Institute [South Africa] 
Stephen Gelb is the executive director of The Edge Institute, an independent economic research organisation in 
Johannesburg. He is an economist with more than 20 years of experience in South African economic policy issues. As a 
student activist in the anti-apartheid movement in Canada, he advised trade federation, COSATU, the South African 
Council of Churches, the United Democratic Front and the ANC on economic policy issues between 1984 and 1994. 
Since 1994, he has consulted to several South African government departments, as well as United Nations agencies 
and foreign governments. In 2008, he served as Founding Director of the Centre for Indian Studies in Africa at Wits 
University. His current research is on foreign direct investment between developing countries, on the political 
economy of growth, and on the macroeconomics of energy policy in South Africa. 
 
Dr Prodipto Ghosh 
Distinguished Fellow at The Energy & Resources Institute (TERI) [India] 
Dr Prodipto Ghosh is a multidisciplinary professional specialising at the interface of science, economics, and public 
policy. He has a Ph D in Economics and Policy Analysis from the Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh PA, a B. Tech in 
Chemical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi, and was a member of the Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) from 1969 to 2007. He is currently Distinguished Fellow at The Energy & Resources 
Institute (TERI) in New Delhi. His concurrent positions include: Member of the Prime Minister’s Council on Climate 
Change; Member of the National Expert Committee on Climate Change, and Scientific Consultant in the Office of the 
Principal Scientific Adviser to the Govt. of India. He was a member of India’s Core Group for international Climate 
Change Negotiations from 2001 to 2009 (Leader of the Official Team during 2003-2007), and Principal Author of India’s 
National Climate Change Action Plan. He is a member of the Eminent Persons Group on G-20 matters of the Ministry 
of Finance. He is also Chair of the Task Forces on Climate Change, as well as on Traditional Knowledge of the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI).  

 
H.E. Mr Virendra Gupta 
High Commissioner of India to the Republic of South Africa [South Africa]  
His Excellency Virendra Gupta is High Commissioner of India to South Africa. He obtained his Masters degree in Physics 
from University of Allahabad.  After a short stint with the State Bank of India, he joined the Indian Foreign Service in 
1977.  Before taking up his present assignment as High Commissioner of India to South Africa, he served as Director-
General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations in New Delhi.  He had earlier served as High Commissioner of India 
to Tanzania (1998-2001) and to Trinidad and Tobago (2001-2005).  He has also held various other diplomatic positions 
which include serving at the Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations, New York, where he was Rapporteur of 
the UN Special Committee against Apartheid. High Commissioner Gupta is experienced in a number of wide-ranging 
global issues including international security, southern Africa, disarmament, trade and investment promotion, energy 
security and multilateral affairs.      
 
Mr Oti Ikomi 
Senior Vice-President and Head of Corporate Banking Products with Ecobank Transnational Inc (ETI) [South Africa] 
Mr Oti Ikomi is a Senior Vice-President and Head of Corporate Banking Products with Ecobank Transnational Inc (ETI) – 
the holding company of the Ecobank Group, overseeing business in 30 countries of Africa and other international 
representative offices. A Director of the Ecobank Representative Office in Johannesburg, he has expertise in Banking 
Executive Management, Corporate, Commercial and Transactional Banking. He has an MSc in Industrial Engineering 
(Operations Research specialisation) from the State University of New York, USA and a 30 year career mostly in 
Banking including experiences with Unilever, Citibank and Standard Bank of South Africa. He has been a Co-Chair of 
the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP FI) Africa Task Force and was elected a member of Tau Beta Pi- The 
American National Engineering Honour Society. 



 
 
 
 
Mr Sunil Joshi 
Sunil Joshi is the Managing Director and CEO of Neotel (Pty) Limited [South Africa] 
Sunil Joshi took up his position as Managing Director and CEO of South African telecoms company, Neotel (Pty) Limited 
in April 2011. Prior to joining Tata Communications in 2007, he was based in New Zealand and Australia for over 12 
years, working in various capacities with IBM New Zealand Limited, IBM Australia Limited, and TelstraClear Limited 
where, as Head of Business Markets, he focused on sales, service, solutions, product development and marketing for 
the business segment. He has over 22 years of experience in the Information Technology and Telecommunications 
industry. His expertise is in cross-leveraging Tata Communications’ resources across the world’s fastest growing 
markets as well as driving the group's Global Enterprise Solutions practice and earlier, its emerging markets strategy 
across Asia, Middle East, North Africa and India for both Carrier as well as Enterprise segments. He holds an MBA and 
a Post Graduate Diploma in Computer Applications together with a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc. Medical). 
 
Dr Yolanda Kemp Spies 
Senior Lecturer in the Department of Political Sciences at the University of Pretoria [South Africa] 
Dr Yolanda Kemp Spies is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Political Sciences at the University of Pretoria, and 
directs the university’s Master of Diplomatic Studies programme. The latter, which is unique in Africa, is a taught 
Masters programme for senior diplomats and international relations practitioners. In addition she lectures at the 
university’s Centre for Human Rights and at various other universities and institutions. Before she joined academia in 
2006, she was a South African diplomat for 18 years and lived and worked on four continents. She has designed and 
presented diplomatic training programmes to South African, as well as other African groups of diplomats. She received 
her own training as a diplomat at the Department of Foreign Affairs in South Africa and at Oxford University. Her areas 
of academic specialisation include foreign policy analysis, international organisation, conflict resolution in Africa, 
diplomacy and changing global power relations.  
 
Dr Mary Njeri Kinyanjui 
Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Development Studies, University of Nairobi [Kenya] 
Dr Mary Njeri Kinyanjui is a senior research fellow at the Institute for Development Studies, University of Nairobi, 
Kenya. Her research is focused on small businesses, informality and social institutions and issues of international 
development. She has published widely in reputable journals such as the International Journal of Entrepreneurship 
and Small Business and the Journal of East African Development and Research. She is a visiting scholar at the 
International Development Centre (IDC) at the Open University in the United Kingdom and the United Nations 
Research Institute for Social Development in Geneva. 
 
Dr Renu Kohli 
Economist and Professor at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations [India] 
Dr Renu Kohli is a professional economist and an expert in the field of macroeconomic policy and research. She is 
currently a Professor at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), a think-tank 
based in New Delhi. She has advised a New York-based investment bank and consulted widely on macroeconomic 
issues (2009-2010). She also held positions at the International Monetary Fund (2004-2009) and at the Reserve Bank 
of India (1984-2005). Her areas of research include capital account liberalisation, exchange rate management, inflation 
and financial sector reforms. She has published in refereed journals such as the Journal of Development Studies and 
the Journal of Asian Economics. She is also the author of India’s Experience with Capital Account Liberalization (Oxford 
University Press, 2005). A D Phil from the University of Sussex, she has several academic distinctions and honours to 
her credit, including the Commonwealth Award in 1992. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Prof Eltie Links [South Africa] 
National Council member of the South African Institute of International Affairs [South Africa] 
Professor Links is a National Council member of the South African Institute of International Affairs.  Currently, he 
serves on the South African President’s Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment Advisory Council and is professor 
at the Stellenbosch University Business School in Cape Town. Professor Links is also the Chairman of the Board at MOT 
SA, a youth empowerment organisation. He holds a Ph D from the State University of New York (SUNY) and Masters 
Degree in Economics from the University of the Western Cape.  He served as the South African Ambassador to the 
European Union, Belgium and Luxembourg as well as Permanent Representative of South Africa at the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund in Washington, DC.  
 
Prof Surjit Mansingh 
Adjunct Professor at the School of International Service at the American University [United States] 
Professor Surjit Mansingh is an Adjunct Professor at the School of International Service at the American University in 
Washington DC. She is a former Professor and Chairperson of the Centre of International Politics, Organisation and 
Disarmament at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi.  Prof Mansingh is the author of several books and 
numerous articles on Indian history and foreign relations. She has taught at other universities in the US, India and 
Europe and began her professional life as a member of the Indian Foreign Service.  
 
Dr Lesley Masters 
Senior Researcher in the Foreign Policy and Diplomacy Programme at the Institute for Global Dialogue (IGD) [South 
Africa] 
Dr Lesley Masters is a Senior Researcher in the Foreign Policy and Diplomacy Programme at the Institute for Global 
Dialogue (IGD) in Pretoria. She has a Ph D from the University of Leicester and her primary area of focus is on South 
Africa’s foreign policy. Her current research interest lies in foreign policy as well as international environmental 
diplomacy with recent publications covering Africa and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC); climate change, energy and South Africa’s foreign policy; and the international politics of energy security. 
 
Mr Ridhwaan Mayet 
Analyst with Frontier Advisory [South Africa] 
Mr Ridhwaan Mayet is an analyst at Frontier Advisory, and focuses on the Indian macro economy, India-African 
relations and Sino-African relations. He has worked on several bespoke publications looking at the broader India-Africa 
corridor and also industry specific reports for clients in the private sector. He continues to provide macroeconomic 
analysis of the Indian economy to clients in the South African financial sector. 
 
Ambassador Francis Moloi  
Former South African High Commissioner to India [South Africa] 
Ambassador Francis Moloi joined the Department of Foreign Affairs (as it was called) in February 2004 as Chief 
Director responsible for managing South Africa’s relations with countries in Asia, Australasia and the Pacific. In April 
2005, he was appointed High Commissioner for South Africa to India, serving until 2009. He is currently Chief Director 
in the Department of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa (DIRCO) and is responsible for managing 
South Africa’s relations with countries in South Asia, South-East Asia, Australasia and the Pacific Islands. Mr Moloi is a 
former Nelson Mandela Economics Scholar, a Harvard-South Africa Fellow, and Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Dr Tim Murithi 
Head of the Transitional Justice in Africa Programme at the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation [South Africa] 
Dr Tim Murithi is Head of the Transitional Justice in Africa Programme at the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation, in 
Cape Town, South Africa. He is a Visiting Professor of International Relations at the Department of Political Science 
and International Relations, Addis Ababa University and has served as an advisor to the African Union in Addis Ababa; 
the UNDP in Sierra Leone on mediation issues, the Crisis Management Initiative in Addis Ababa; the University for 
Peace in Addis Ababa and Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in Geneva on mediation issues. Prof Murithi is the author 
of more than 70 publications. He is also the author of two books called The African Union: Pan-Africanism, 
Peacebuilding and Development, published in 2005; and The Ethics of Peacebuilding, published in 2009. He is editor of 
two books entitled Towards a Union Government of Africa: Challenges and Opportunities, published by the Institute 
for Security Studies in 2007, and co-editor of The African Union and its Institutions published in 2008. He is currently 
co-editing a book on the AU Peace and Security Council. 
 
Mr Stavros Nicolaou 
Senior Executive for Strategic Development for Aspen Pharmacare [South Africa] 
Mr Stavros Nicolaou is the Senior Executive for Strategic Development at Aspen Pharmacare, the world’s ninth largest 
generic pharmaceutical company by revenue ranking. He has over 20 years experience in the South African and 
international pharmaceutical industry and is a previous winner of the SA Institute of Marketing Management (IMM) 
Health Care Marketer of the Year Award. He has previously and continues to serve on a number of Industry and Para-
Government structures, including: the IBSA Business Council, the IBSA CEO forum, the Business Unity South Africa 
(BUSA) standing committee on trade policy, Chairman of the Local Pharmaceutical Producers (PHARMISA), World 
Bank/International Finance Corporation technical advisory board member on the strengthening of African Health 
Systems, Chairman of the Board of SA Express Airways and non-executive director of Transnet Ltd. 
 
Mr Antony Rayment  
Chief Executive Officer of South African Coal Mining Holdings (Pty) Ltd and a Director of JSW’s Africa Operations    
[South Africa] 
Mr Antony Rayment is the Chief Executive Officer of South African Coal Mining Holdings (Pty) Ltd and a Director of 
JSW’s Africa operations.   Before his current appointment he was head of the India Desk of Standard Bank Corporate 
and Investment Banking.  He was Head – Investment Banking India at Rand Merchant Bank.  In these contexts he has 
had significant experience in cross-border Investment activity between India and Africa. Prior to this Mr Rayment held 
senior management positions in corporate finance, namely as Head of Corporate Finance at PKF in South Africa and 
subsequently Head of Mergers and Acquisitions at Ernst & Young Corporate Finance in South Africa. 
 
Ms Elizabeth Sidiropoulos 
National Director of the South African Institute of International Affairs [South Africa] 
Ms Elizabeth Sidiropoulos is the National Director of the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA). Before 
her current appointment, she was director of studies at SAIIA and research director at the South African Institute of 
Race Relations where she was editor of the highly acclaimed Race Relations Survey (now the South Africa Survey).The 
annual publication documents political and constitutional developments, and socio-economic disparities in South 
Africa. She is the editor-in-chief of the South African Journal of International Affairs.  Her many publications include 
Apartheid Past, Renaissance Future: South Africa’s Foreign Policy 1994–2004 (Johannesburg: SAIIA, 2004), 
‘International security and African regional security: Perspectives from South Africa’, in Peral L (ed.), Global Security in 
a Multipolar World, Chaillot Papers no. 118, October 2009, ‘Global Power Shifts and South Africa’s Southern Agenda: 
Caught between African solidarity and regional leadership’ in Kumar A and Messner D (eds), Power Shifts and Global 
Governance: Challenges from South and North. London: Anthem Press, 2010. 

 



 
 
 

Dr Uttam Kumar Sinha 
Research Fellow at the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses [India] 
Uttam Kumar Sinha is Research Fellow at the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA) in New Delhi.  Currently 
he is a representative to the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific (CSCAP)-India study group on water 
resources security. He is also co-chair of the Near East and South Asia Regional Network on Water Security, National 
Defense University, Washington. His research areas focus on non-traditional aspects of security with particular 
attention on climate change and trans-boundary water issues. He recently co-authored the IDSA Report on India and 
Water Security: External Dynamics (2010). He also co-authored the IDSA Report on Security Implications of Climate 
Change for India (2009). He holds a doctorate from Jawaharlal Nehru University and frequently contributes to 
newspapers including the Washington Post, the Indian Express and the Hindustan Times.  
 
Ambassador H. H. S. Viswanathan [India] 
Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation  
Ambassador H. H. S. Viswanathan has a long and distinguished career in international diplomacy. As a member of the 
Indian foreign service for more than 34 years, his assignments included postings in Belgium, Zaire, Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, China, Italy, Cote d' Ivoire, USA and Nigeria. He was the Head of Mission in Cote d'Ivoire and Nigeria with 
concurrent accreditation to Niger, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Cameroon, Benin, Chad, Equatorial Guinea and Sao Tome and 
Principe. Experienced in multilateral diplomacy, Ambassador Viswanathan has represented India in the African 
Development Bank, International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and Food and Agricultural Organisation 
(FAO). He was also Observer at the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Apart from Indian 
languages like Tamil, Malayalam and Hindi he speaks French and Italian. He is currently Distinguished Fellow at ORF's 
Centre for International Relations. 
 
 
  
 
 


