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Stellenbosch University 

• is an academic institution of excellence 

and a respected knowledge partner 

• contributes towards building the scientific, 

technological, and intellectual capacity of 

Africa 

• is an active role-player in the development 

of the South African society 

• has a campus culture that welcomes a 

diversity of people and ideas 

2012 Vision Statement  
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– Primary Health Care

– Interdisciplinary Learning

– Teaching and Rural Training

Inception 1956; drastic curriculum reforms past 15 

years ; strategic initiatives are aimed at 

maintaining and enhancing Faculty levels of 

excellence with a teaching and training model 

that is community oriented and focused on

FHS (SU) History 
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Demographics – SU FHS

• 3600 students (50:50 under- and postgraduate)

• 5 undergraduate programmes – Medicine, 

Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Dietetics, 

Speech, Language and Hearing

• >80 postgraduate programmes – 32 medical specialties 

(MMed); about 500 postgraduate Nursing students

• Research Masters and Doctoral programmes

• Graduate about 15 Doctorates per year

• Faculty – SU:116; joint staff (partner employers) 350
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Education and Training

• New Revised Curriculum

– Interdisciplinary Foundation Phase

• Diversity-promoting Initiatives

– Gesog!, Selected Students

• Student Support

– Tutor/Mentorship programme

• Centre for Rural Health and Development

– Ukwanda – training / service 

to the community

– Rural Clinical School
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Contribution to national health and 

education development   

• Strengthening the health system through relevant 

education of care providers, especially in field of 

HIV/AIDS and other burden of diseases

• Public health focus to strengthen PHC and public sector 

health services 

• Community partnerships 

• Ukwanda Rural Clinical School – recruitment and 

retention for rural and underserved areas

• Evidence-based health care – drive policy development
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SUSTAINABLE 

RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT
UKWANDA

RURAL 

CLINICAL 

SCHOOL

SUSTAINABLE

RURAL

DEVELOPMENT
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Worcester

Hermanus

Swellendam
Caledon

Bredasdorp

Ceres

Robertson

Montagu

Grabouw

Rural training platform
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www.thehopeproject.co.za

http://www.thehopeproject.co.za/
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MEPI is a collaborative effort by the U.S. Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator, 

the National Institutes of Health, and the Health Resources and Services 
Administration.

Goal: Provide direct support to African institutions to transform medical 

education in Sub-Saharan Africa, strengthen and build clinical and research 
capacity and thereby strengthen human resources for health.

Where: 13 Institutions in 12 African Countries

Funding: $130 million over 5 years

Expected Outcome: An increased quality and quantity of health care 

workers and faculty are trained and retained in their home countries to practice 
and conduct research and better respond to the HIV/AIDS epidemic and related 
co-morbidities.
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Medical Education Partnership Initiative 

Overview
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Medical Education Partnership Initiative 

Overview (continued)

–Programmatic (PEPFAR focused): 11 awards

Up to $2M/yr/award over 5 years

– Linked (Other health priorities): 6 awards 

Up to $500K/yr/award over 5 years
Two pilot awards receiving up to $250K/yr/award

–Coordinating Center: 1 award

Provide technical assistance, conduct evaluation and coordinate 
network activities and communications.

MEPI is a network of 30 regional partners, country health and 
education ministries, and more than 20 U.S. collaborators
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Medical Education Partnership Initiative 

Countries
• Botswana- University of Botswana
• Ethiopia- Addis Ababa University
• Ghana- Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 

Technology
• Kenya- University of Nairobi
• Malawi- University of Malawi College of Medicine
• Mozambique- Universidade de Eduardo Mondlane
• Nigeria- University of Ibadan 
• South Africa- University of KwaZulu-Natal, 

Stellenbosch University
• Tanzania- Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre
• Uganda- Makerere University
• Zambia- University of Zambia 
• Zimbabwe- University of Zimbabwe
• Coordinating Centers- George Washington University and 

African Centre for Global Health and Social Transformation

18
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SURMEPI: Goal & Selected 

Contributions

Clincal

Pharmacology
Bernd Rosenkranz

Increase Research Capacity to address HIV-AIDS/TB 

Increase  Number & Quality of  Healthcare to address HIV-AIDS/TB 

Objective 1
Rural Clinical School

(RCS) - Ukwanda
Therese Fish

Ben van Heerden

Hoffie Conradie

Frans Krige

JP Bosman (IT Platform)

Objective 2
Certificate of 

Competence 

in ARV Therapy

(CMART)
Talitha Crowley

E Stellenberg

Palsa Plus (PP)

University of 

Cape Town (UCT)
Eric Bateman

Lara Fairall

Beverly Draper

Jhpiego
Chester  Morris 

Tracey Shissler

Mobile Skills 

Lab
E Stellenberg

Infection 

Prevention 

and Control

(IPC)
Shaheen Mehtar

The 

Share Care 

Program

Training HIV 

Specialists
Jantjie Taljaard

Outreach 

and 

ARV support
Mark Cotton

Helena Rabie

Jantjie Taljaard

ANOVA
Nelis 

Grobbelaar

MSc Clinical 

Epidemiology
Jimmy Volmink

Merrick Zwarenstein

Taryn Young

Jean Nachega

Experimental 

Clinical 

Epidemiology
Oswell Khondowe

Objective 3
AdvanceCertificate 

Program in Clinical 

Management of 

HIV/Aids
Jantjie Taljaard

University 

of Fort Hare
Bongi Nzama

Objective 4
Evidence 

Based 

Medicine (EBM)
Taryn Young

Jimmy Volmink

Community 

and 

Public Health 

Intern Training
Neil Cameron

South-2-South

(S-2-S)
Mark Cotton

Liesl Smit

Health Systems 

Research
Lilian Dudley

Merrick Zwarenstein

JHU 
Jason 

Farley
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Program PI

Prof Jean Nachega

SURMEPI Training Project Leaders

*Dr Ethel Stellenberg/Dr Talitha Crowwley / Prof. 

Lara Fairall and Dr. Bev Draper (CMART & Palsa+)

*Prof M. De Villiers Fish & Dr Fisch (RCS Core) 

*Dr Jantjie Taljaard (Clinical Infectious Diseases)

*Dr Neil Cameron (Public Health)

*Prof Mark Cotton & Dr Liezl (S2S/Ped CMART)

*Prof Bernd Rosenkranz (Pharmacology) 

*Dr Taryn Young / Prof Jimmy Volmink (EBM)

*Prof Merrick Zwarenstein / Pr Lilian Dudley (HSSR)

*Prof Shaheen Mehtar (Infection Prevention Control)

SURMEPI Faculty

SURMEPI Steering Committee

Prof  Jimmy Volmink (SU FHS Dean) 

Prof Marietjie De Villiers (SU FHS Deputy Dean 

Education)

Dr. Taryn Young (Evidence Based Medicine)

Profs Lilian Dudley & Zwarenstein (Health 

Systems); Mr Eugene Baugaard & Ms. J. Sabler 

(Grant management office) Prof Usuf Chikte 

(Head, Interdisciplinary Department)

Dr Therese Fish (Head, Rural Clinical School 

Core-[RCS])

SURMEPI Staff

Program Coordinator

TBN

Administrative Assistant

Ms. Debbie Harrison 

Financial Managers

Mr. Eugene Baugaard & Ms. Jennies Sabler 

Invited SURMEPI 

Faculty & 

Collaborators: UCT-LI;

Johns Hopkins Univ.; 

Makerere Univ; 

JHPIEGO

SURMEPI Training Advisory Board

*Prof Russel Botman (SU Rector) 

*Prof Arnold Van Zyl (SU Vice-Rector, Research)

*Prof Houseman (Ministry of Health, Provincial 

*Government of Western Cape-[PGWC])

*Dr. Jimmy Ledwaba (Ministry of Health-PGWC)

*Mr. Neil Jacobs & Ms. Jessica Rebert (CDC-

PEPFAR/South Africa)

*Mr. Malik Jaffer (USAID/South Africa)

SURMEPI Organizational Structure
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