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			ZTE was the first Chinese company to invest in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) telecommunications sector, acquiring a majority shareholding in mobile phone operator, Congo Chine Télécoms (CCT), in 2000.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			
CCT is popular with low-income users for its inexpensive call rates, but has not been profitable, and in 2011 both ZTE and the DRC government sold their shares to France Telecom-Orange. Huawei and the China International Telecommunication Construction Corporation (CITCC) arrived in the DRC several years after ZTE, and have from the outset pursued entirely business-oriented strategies, apparently unaffected by wider political considerations. The CITCC enjoyed initial success but has since fared less well, whereas Huawei has gained market share steadily in the provision of telecommunications equipment to mobile phone service providers. ZTE and Huawei are increasingly bitter rivals in international markets, and China’s government has declined to become involved in their disputes. This rivalry, however, appears not to have extended to the DRC. China is becoming increasingly dominant in the provision of telecommunications equipment to the DRC market. However, it is retreating from the country’s mobile phone operating business, which is controlled by Indian and European companies.

		

				

				
				
			The views expressed in this publication/article are those of the author/s and do not necessarily reflect the views of the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA).
		

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			11 Nov 2011
		

				

				
				
					
  
  Download


  Research by

  





	
	





	
	
	
      Gregory Mthembu-Salter

	
	
	
	


	

















  
    Series

    SAIIA Policy Briefing No 39, November 2011
  







  
  
  SAIIA Programme

  Foreign Policy
  
  
  
  
  
  Region

  Asia Pacific, Sub-Saharan Africa
  

  
  Country

  China, Democratic Republic of Congo
  
  
   
  Theme

  China-Africa Relations, Technology
  
  
  
  Tags

  Telecommunications
  

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
					
								
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

						

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			Related Research
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			




	

	
	
		
		
			
  
  
  [image: ]


[image: ]


China’s Central Bank Digital Currency: A New Force in African Finance?
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			The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) is an independent public policy think tank advancing a well governed, peaceful, economically sustainable and globally engaged Africa.
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