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			A Boom for Whom? Mozambique’s Natural Gas and the New Development Opportunity
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
										
										[image: Image: Pixabay]


[image: Image: Pixabay]
											Image: Pixabay
										
							

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			In the two decades since the end of Mozambique’s civil war the country has depended heavily on international donors to fund its development.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			
Although the economy grew at record rates from the mid-1990s, poverty levels remain above 50%. Mozambique has now discovered natural gas deposits in large commercial quantities. These discoveries could contribute billions of dollars to the economy and catapult Mozambique into place as the world’s third largest exporter of LNG.




This paper investigates the likely impact on Mozambique’s socio-economic development of discoveries of natural gas deposits, and of industrial development in the natural gas sector. It analyses the likely uses of the ‘gas boom’ by government in contributing to the improvement of the economic situation of Mozambicans. The discussion is set within the context of Mozambique’s political and economic development since gaining independence in 1975.




Whether or not the new opportunity will translate into real benefit for Mozambicans in general depends on a number of critical factors: This report looks at those issues against the background of the need for development in Mozambique and concludes that, although natural gas presents a great opportunity for development and the government appears to be committed to using the resource to improve the lives of Mozambicans, much work lies ahead. Translating Mozambique’s natural resource wealth into developmental outcomes will require commitment from all stakeholders, especially the government, civil society and the private sector.
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			27 Aug 2013
		

				

				
				
					
  
  Download


  Research by

  





	
	





	
	
	
      Ichumile Gqada

	
	
	
	


	











    
    Series

    SAIIA Occasional Paper No 151, August 2013
    













  
  
  SAIIA Programme

  Climate and Natural Resources
  
  
  
  
  
  Region

  Sub-Saharan Africa
  

  
  Country

  Mozambique
  
  
   
  Theme

  Extractives, Natural Resources
  
  
  

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
					
								
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

						

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			Related Research
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			




	

	
	
		
		
			
  
  
  [image: SAIIA's View on COP28: African Priorities]


[image: SAIIA's View on COP28: African Priorities]


SAIIA’s View on COP28: African Priorities 




		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Africa’s Wish List for an Ambitious and Equitable COP28]


[image: Africa’s Wish List for an Ambitious and Equitable COP28]


Africa’s Wish List for an Ambitious and Equitable COP28




		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Africa is a Key Source of Critical Minerals for the Global Energy Transition — But There are Hidden Dangers]


[image: Africa is a Key Source of Critical Minerals for the Global Energy Transition — But There are Hidden Dangers]


Africa is a Key Source of Critical Minerals for the Global Energy Transition — But There are Hidden Dangers




		

		
		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Systemic Innovations for Critical Minerals in SADC Draft Strategic Framework]


[image: Systemic Innovations for Critical Minerals in SADC Draft Strategic Framework]


Systemic Innovations for Critical Minerals in SADC: Draft Strategic Framework




		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Re-imagining the Critical Minerals Ecosystem in SADC Building Anticipatory Governance]


[image: Re-imagining the Critical Minerals Ecosystem in SADC Building Anticipatory Governance]


Re-imagining the Critical Minerals Ecosystem in SADC: Building Anticipatory Governance




		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Navigating the SADC Critical Minerals Transition Towards Preferred Futures]


[image: Navigating the SADC Critical Minerals Transition Towards Preferred Futures]


Navigating the SADC Critical Minerals Transition: Towards Preferred Futures




		

		
	
	
	

		

				

					

		

					

		
				

				
					
						
					
			
						
						
					
			
						
				
													[image: ]


[image: ]
													

				

				
				
			The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) is an independent public policy think tank advancing a well governed, peaceful, economically sustainable and globally engaged Africa.
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