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			Membership of the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), which stands at 35 of the 54 states of the AU, is based on voluntary accession.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			
Speculation about making participation mandatory has long existed but is a mistake. As a voluntary process, the APRM is almost wholly reliant on the perceived credibility and desirability of its processes and reports to remain relevant and attract new member states. Evidence suggests that Africa’s more open societies, which tend to have acceded voluntarily, are best placed to produce the credible reports that will underpin this. Mandatory accession to the APRM would actually undermine it.

		

				

				
				
			The views expressed in this publication/article are those of the author/s and do not necessarily reflect the views of the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA).
		

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			9 Mar 2015
		

				

				
				
					
  
  Download


  Research by

  





	
	





	
	
	
      Terence Corrigan

	
	
	
	


	

















  
    Series

    SAIIA Policy Briefing No 130, March 2015
  







  
  
  SAIIA Programme

  African Governance and Diplomacy
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
   
  Theme

  African Initiatives
  
  
  
  Tags

  APRM
  

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
					
								
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

									
						
															
															
																				

					

						

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			Related Research
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			




	

	
	
		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Digital identification and Biometrics In East Africa: Opportunities and Concerns]


[image: Digital identification and Biometrics In East Africa: Opportunities and Concerns]


Digital Identification and Biometrics In East Africa: Opportunities and Concerns




		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Africa’s Governance Trajectory: Are AU Mechanisms Working?]


[image: Africa’s Governance Trajectory: Are AU Mechanisms Working?]


Africa’s Governance Trajectory: Are AU Mechanisms Working?




		
		
			
  
  
  [image: Africa is not short on good ideas, but frequently fails to put them into practice]


[image: Africa is not short on good ideas, but frequently fails to put them into practice]


Africa is not Short on Good Ideas, but Frequently Fails to Put them into Practice




		

		
		
		
			
  
  
  [image: ]


[image: ]


The African Peer Review Mechanism at 20 – good governance remains an unevenly met goal
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APRM @ 19 – How far so far?
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Assessing the Implications of the APRM’s Expanded Mandate
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