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			South Africa’s Drought Preparedness in the Water Sector: Too Little Too Late?
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			South Africa experiences droughts on a regular basis, often associated with significant negative impacts on society and the economy.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
			
Droughts can be forecast, and South African climate scientists have been developing computer-generated models to forecast El Niño-induced droughts. Even so, there is a tendency to implement remedial interventions when droughts occur, rather than implementing proactive and preventative strategies. Being reactive seems to be a defining feature of South African water-resource management. This has also been the case with the 2015/2016 drought. What is more, the forecasting capability of South Africa seems to be under strain as more and more weather monitoring stations and river gauges are stolen or vandalised and not replaced. This makes it difficult to gather data for extreme weather event forecasting. One way of increasing this capability is through collaboration with citizens to build a citizen-science data repository. This can enhance scientists’ and the government’s capacity to forecast droughts.
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How Can the G20 Support Africa’s Energy Transition and Sustainable Financing Priorities and Concerns?
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			The South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) is an independent public policy think tank advancing a well governed, peaceful, economically sustainable and globally engaged Africa.
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