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A renewed focus on 
migration and health
• SDGs: leave no-one behind
• World Health Assembly; WHO; IOM
• Global Compacts
• Universal Healthcare Coverage
• Justice & public health
• Migration-aware and mobility-

competent health responses

Competing agendas
• Politics and power
• Securitisation of migration
• Fear of the other
• Health security



• Calls on member states to promote equitable access to health promotion, 
disease prevention and care for migrants.

Four priority areas have been identified for achieving the WHA resolution:
1. Monitoring migrant health;
2. Partnerships and networks;
3. Migrant sensitive health systems; and
4. Policy and legal frameworks. 





A focus on African Union 
processes





1. Security for whom? 
2. Security for which values? 
3. How much security? 
4. Security from what threats? 
5. Security by what means? 

Baldwin 1997 in Aldis 2008



NATION STATES

SECURITY AGENDAS

SOVEREIGNTY

BORDER MANAGEMENT

REGULARISATION

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

PUBLIC HEALTH

JUSTICE

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

SECURITISATION OF MIGRATION

HEALTH FOR ALL

LEAVE NO-ONE BEHIND

FREE MOVEMENT

NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

TRAUMA

PROTRACTED CRISES



1. Southern Africa is associated with mixed migration flows:  internal > 
cross-border; livelihood seeking > forced migration; urban refugees; marginalised and hidden migrant groups; 
spaces of vulnerability; negative assumptions persist

2. Current public health responses do not engage with, migration 
and mobility: implications for communicable disease control (TB and HIV, malaria); chronic treatment 
continuity; challenges in accessing the public system for non-nationals

3. Public health and social welfare systems are overburdened and 
struggling: challenges are raised in a context of high inequality where nationals are also struggling to access 
their basic rights 

4. Structural violence - increasing anti-foreigner sentiments and 
xenophobic attitudes: migration management is associated with increased securitisation; a lack of 
regional responses; a restrictive immigration act; limited understanding of migration dynamics; violence; fear; 
securitisation of health



What is needed?

1. A public health 
approach.

2. A renewed 
regional 
conversation.

3. Scaling up of 
good practice 
examples.



1. A public health approach 
to managing migration, 
mobility and health.

• Mobility-competent and 
migration-aware health 
responses
– Internal and cross-border 

movements

• Caution about conflating 
movement of people with 
(health) insecurity

• Migration (process) v’s 
migrant (individual)

• Bidirectionality



2. Mobilise a renewed – and revised -
regional conversation for developing 
a coordinated response to migration, 
mobility and health.

• > health sector
• > civil society
• Whole of Government approach



3.  Learn from and upscale simple interventions to develop 
migration-aware and mobility-competent health responses.

• Health passports
• Roadmaps for treatment access
• Referral letters
• Treatment packs for planned movements
• Patient-held records



“…..the trend to link foreign policy interests to health problems has been criticized 
on the grounds that it may result in injecting great power politics and 
narrow national security interests into health and humanitarian 
matters (Farmer 1999; Mcinnes and Lee 2006), as well as on more theoretical 
grounds by the security studies community (Elbe 2005).”

Aldis, 2008

Key concerns: 

• Co-opting a health security agenda to support the securitisation of 
migration

• Potential for regression of rights for people on the move

• Global / regional / bilateral & multi-level /multi-sectoral / WoG response 
needed



Jo Vearey, PhD
Associate Professor

African Centre for Migration & Society
University of the Witwatersrand

9th May 2018
jovearey@gmail.com

Securing the border?
Responding to migration, mobility and health in southern Africa

www.mahpsa.org


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	What is needed?
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

