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• Elcano Global Presence Index is a synthetic index that orders, quantifies, and 
aggregates the external projection of different countries. 

• How countries are “out there”

• 2018 edition: 110 countries, since 1990 and 2010-2018

• Global presence is divided into three dimensions: economic, military, and soft presence

• Analytical tool for international relations, with two main objectives:

1. Analysis of global trends over the last decades, and since the crisis

2. Assess the external action and foreign policy of the countries included

• What is not global presence: not power, not openness, not internationalization effort

1.1 What is global presence?



Elcano Global Presence Index weighting coefficients



1. Selection of indicators
• Unidirectionality and external projection (cross-border presence)
• Results of presence, not the means or assets needed to achieve these results.
• Special indicators: military equipment, sports, information

2. Transformation of indicators
• From absolute to relative terms (GDP for economic dimension; Population for military and soft 

dimension) 
• Normalization Max-Min
• Outliers cleaning
• Reweighting by weight in world GDP and world population

3. Aggregation of the indicators à surveys with a panel of experts in international relations 
from the five continents (2011, 2012, 2015, 2018)

v In 2017, methodological audit by Competence Centre on Composite Indicators and 
Scoreboards (COIN) of the Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission 

1.2  How do we build the index? 



1.2  How do we build the index

• Military Equipment coefficients à aggregation of 8 components

• Sports’ coefficient: Olympic medals and FIFA points
• Aggregation of components

• Corrector Sport’s coefficient 

• Information coefficient: Internet (c1) and news in press agencies (c2)



• Existing tools in our web (Explora section)

2.1 Global presence ranking, and by dimensions

2.2 Country presence profile 

2.3 Contributions by dimensions and indicators

2.4 Quota of presence 

2. Tools and visualization 
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Global presence ranking



Economic presence ranking



Military presence ranking



Soft presence ranking











3.1 Addition of de index: globalization trends



3.2 Regional analysis: 
comparison between regions...
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... And within them

Source



3.3 Comparability of global presence and European presence



3.4 The inclusion of the European Union





3.5 Spain’s presence breakdown by origin...



... And destination.
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