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The South African Institute of International Affairs is 
an independent public policy think tank advancing 

a well-governed, peaceful, economically sustainable 
and globally engaged Africa.
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MESSAGE FROM  
THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN

FRED PHASWANA

In February, President Cyril Ramaphosa became the 

chairperson of the African Union (AU) for a year, as well as the 

chairperson of the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) 

until the end of 2021. These roles also coincide with South 

Africa’s second year as a non-permanent member of the UN 

Security Council (its third such stint since 2007). 

The last time South Africa chaired the AU was 2002 when the 

new body, the successor of the Organisation of African Unity, 

was launched in Durban. Then, President Mbeki had declared 

that, ‘The time has come that Africa must take her rightful place 

in global affairs…. The time has come to end the marginalization 

of Africa’.

The AU was a different organisation from the OAU, reflecting 

the needs of the new century – focusing on Africa’s 

development path through the establishment of the New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development and on good governance 

through the African Peer Review Mechanism. Eighteen years 

later, Africa as a whole displays much greater agency in 

terms of determining its future and engaging in global affairs. 

NEPAD has become the AU Development Agency and the 

APRM Secretariat has received new impetus. Furthermore, the 

continent is to embark on an ambitious continental free trade 

area just at a time when some parts of the world are closing 

their borders.  

This confluence of chairmanships provides an opportunity for 

South Africa to put into practice its desire to reclaim its prestige 

and credibility on the continent. No matter the domestic 

challenges the country faces, it is still a significant actor in 

Africa. But what can the country achieve in the short tenures 

available? 

In 2018, President Paul Kagame of Rwanda demonstrated 

that a state can make the most of its time in the AU chair, by 

relentlessly driving AU reform and the African Continental Free 

Trade Agreement through strong leadership. 

There are three areas that the President highlighted when 

he took over the chairmanship, and where progress in each 

would make a significant impact on the continent. The first and 

perhaps most challenging is ‘Silencing the Guns’; the second 

is the implementation of the African Continental Free Trade 

Agreement; and the third is improving governance in Africa 

through the APRM.

There is no shortage of guns to silence. East Africa and the 

Horn have seen the rise of extremist attacks in Kenya, which 

have spilled over to Tanzania and northern Mozambique. There 

is a complex web of interlocking conflicts across the Sahel, and 

instability continues in the Central African Republic, Somalia 

and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Africa Confidential 

recently wrote that conflict in 13 African countries affects some 

25 million people, retarding economic growth and regional 

integration. The report states that ‘five sprawling conflicts and 

crises – in Ethiopia, Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan – 

have forced over 10 million people to flee their homes’.
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The nexus between peace and development has long been 

a strong theme in democratic South Africa’s foreign policy. 

The country has played a seminal role in attempting to 

resolve complex conflicts across the continent and has also 

championed peace-making, stronger AU-UN relations and 

women, peace and security during its current tenure on the UN 

Security Council. 

Ramaphosa specifically mentioned 

the conflicts in Libya and South 

Sudan attributing ‘ulterior motives’ to 

interventions by non-African states. 

Libya’s nine-year civil war has been 

internationalised, with Russia, Saudi 

Arabia and Turkey all involved, including 

through supplying weaponised drones 

to their proxies. Africa’s newest state, 

South Sudan, remains wracked by 

warring political factions.

South Africa as the AU chair this year should propel the 

organisation from the margins to the centre of conflict 

resolution in cases like Libya and South Sudan. In doing so, 

South Africa will have to take on the external actors helping to 

fuel the conflict, including ones which are allies and friends of 

our country. It will take the deployment of diplomats, mediators, 

and South Africa’s skills in building consensus through 

diplomatic means. 

The second critical area for South Africa will be the economic 

integration of Africa, a long-held Pan-Africanist dream, of 

which the African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA), 

due to come into operation in July this year, is the high point. 

According to estimates from the UN Economic Commission 

for Africa, the agreement could improve intra-African trade 

by 52.3% by doing away with import duties, and double this if 

there is also the reduction of non-tariff barriers. The growth and 

economic development the agreement can generate are crucial 

to tackle poverty and inequality and the resultant political and 

social instability. 

South Africa must ensure that the AU keeps to its timetable 

to begin trading under the AfCFTA on 1 July 2020. This will 

entail closely monitoring and encouraging the various ongoing 

negotiations. The first priority is finalising the rules of origin 

and tariff schedules. The second is to ensure that the remaining 

countries that still need to deposit their instruments with 

the AU, do so during 2020, and relatedly, that all countries 

implement it.

The country lobbied hard – and successfully – at the AU for 

South African Wamkele Mene to be elected as Secretary 

General of the AfCFTA, which will be headquartered in Accra, 

Ghana. Securing the election of Mr Mene was a vital element to 

ensure that the Secretariat was led by a technically competent 

individual and was not overtly politicised. 

However, South Africa needs to balance its engagement 

carefully and not overplay its hand; after all we are among 

those that stand to benefit the most, and sensitivity to that 

is necessary to ensure that there is no backlash against our 

business or the agreement in general. Which is why it is also 

important to finalise compensation mechanisms for those 

countries that stand to lose out. 

The experience and resources of the 

National Treasury and Department 

of Trade and Industry would be of 

immense value in supporting the 

president’s efforts. It also ties in 

well with his natural strengths and 

domestic priorities of attracting 

investments and turning the sluggish 

South African economy around. He 

could also work hard to bring South 

African business fully on board.

On the governance front, South Africa was a critical player in 

conceptualising and creating the APRM, the continent’s main 

governance promotion and monitoring instrument. South 

Africa houses the APRM Secretariat and has invested heavily 

in supporting the system. The South African government 

contributed $10,7 million to the APRM between 2004 and 2018. 

The APRM’s total income in this period from member states was 

$48.8 million. 

It now has a chance to get a return on its investment and 

provide visionary political leadership once again to promote 

good governance, at home and abroad, especially since South 

Africa is due to undertake its second APRM review. The last 

review had little effect. We need to do better this time. Doing so 

will also provide an example to the rest of the continent. 

The country has always emphasised that without good 

governance in Africa, there cannot be real peace or prosperity. 

Elevating governance, therefore, is a critical component of 

silencing the guns. But for the APRM to be successful the ‘peer’ 

forum has to be frank and honest with the outcomes of the 

peer review processes. They should not let leaders off the hook, 

when reports identify serious governance challenges. President 

Ramaphosa can inject a new dynamism and accountability into 

these discussions.

These are all significant undertakings and South Africa cannot 

achieve them on its own, especially given its current domestic 

challenges. It needs to work with strong partners inside and 

outside Africa. The country’s past ability to bring people 

together and build bridges to solutions must be a significant 

tool in its armoury, illustrating its credentials as a reliable, 

credible and capable leader in Africa and partner with external 

actors who share a commitment to diplomacy and effective 

multilateralism.
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Matters that come before the 
UNSC, whether it is on human rights 

abuses in Myanmar, humanitarian 
crises in Yemen and Venezuela or 

developments in the DRC will require 
SA to declare its value stance.



• Working with civil society in Botswana 

on a civil society-led submission into 

the African Peer Review Mechanism 

building on our longstanding 

engagement on this topic; 

• Deepening our work on ‘Introducing 

Electric Vehicles (EVs) to Southern 

Africa’ to look at the implications for 

manufacturing, mining, renewable 

energy and a just e-mobility transition;

• Analysing the use of nuclear energy 

and the peaceful use of nuclear 

technology in Africa through three 

case studies on Ghana, Egypt and 

South Africa; and

• Setting out what South Africa’s foreign 

policy should prioritise in the 2020s 

against the background of a very 

changed geopolitical landscape; and

It was also important to recognise that while SAIIA is 

predominantly an international relations think tank, the 

pandemic made it necessary to focus on the local too. Our 

newly launched project on COVID-19 Macroeconomic Policy 

Research in Africa, will analyse the macroeconomic impact 

and recovery from COVID-19 in six African countries, including 

South Africa. The dual challenge of pandemics and climate 

change has emphasized the importance of societies now taking 

bold steps to transform both their economies and the way in 

which they engage with the environment. In 2020/21 our work 

will include exploring the role of green financing instruments, 

a climate friendliness index, the necessity of digitalization and 

embracing the digital economy, while also considering the 

essential regulatory and governance frameworks. 

The global pandemic illustrated something that the world 

needed to be reminded of: the importance of nimble, scientific 

and evidence-informed decision-making that is not wedded to 

ideology or narrow self-interest of certain sections of society. 

In many countries knowledge and research have been restored 

as key tools for decision-making. SAIIA has embraced this 

responsibility and will continue to do so. 
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MESSAGE FROM  
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

ELIZABETH SIDIROPOULOS 

This Highlights report covers two 

distinct periods in history – pre-

COVID (2019) and COVID (2020). The 

global pandemic known as COVID, 

or the technically more correct term 

SARS-CoV-2, upended the world in 

late February and early March 2020. 

In the process it brought the global 

economy to a complete standstill, it is 

reshaping our societies and has made 

the urgency of global cooperation 

on global public goods even more 

crucial, although not necessarily more 

achievable. 

COVID has acted as a foil to strengthen 

autocratic and nationalistic impulses 

– something African citizens need 

to be particularly concerned about. 

It has also exposed the vulnerability 

of contemporary society to fake news and manipulation of 

public opinion. Surely, this must be the ‘reset’ moment for all 

democracies to not only protect and guard civil liberties, but 

for leaders to take their oath of office much more seriously and 

responsibly and to be held accountable when they do not. 

The SAIIA team has been working largely from home since 

mid-March 2020; like the rest of the world, we adapted our 

working methods. We recognised that ‘lockdown’ meant we 

had to make even greater efforts to be visible and relevant, and 

that we had to revise our work plan to respond to this once-

in-a-lifetime crisis. If anything, the SAIIA staff worked harder 

than under ‘normal’ conditions, producing many policy relevant 

papers, engaging with policy-makers and initiating a number of 

new projects. At the same time, our reach through our virtual 

events expanded, enabling participation in our discussions from 

across the world. 

Some of the highlights of the year include: 

• Working with youth to strengthen youth advocacy in 

climate change and capacity building;

• Reviewing the SADC Climate Change Strategy and Action 

Plan;

• Producing policy work on the digital economy and 

e-commerce, issues that became more important during the 

pandemic;
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https://saiia.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aa16a154acb9fd463a75ee98a&id=5f22268ea5&e=3053e2648f
https://saiia.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aa16a154acb9fd463a75ee98a&id=519de6a4dc&e=3053e2648f
https://saiia.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aa16a154acb9fd463a75ee98a&id=519de6a4dc&e=3053e2648f
https://saiia.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aa16a154acb9fd463a75ee98a&id=5592925117&e=3053e2648f
https://saiia.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aa16a154acb9fd463a75ee98a&id=5592925117&e=3053e2648f
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NETWORKING
2019-2020

October
2019

July
2019

25-28: Marrakech, Morocco − Youth 
Leaders of Civil Society Workshop 

(Presenting) 

10-11: Dar es Salaam, Tanzania  − 
Marine and Coastal Ecosystem-based 

Adaptation in Southern Africa: 
Tanzania Workshop 

11-13: Port Louis, Mauritius − Western 
Indian Ocean Marine Science 

Association (WIOMSA) Scientific 
Symposium   

12: Training session: science-to-policy 
communication at a side event hosted 

by the  African-German Partners for 
Ocean Knowledge (MeerWissen) 

programme 

17-18: Gaborone, Botswana − SAIIA-
KAS workshop: Sustainable Use of 

Resources in the Extractive Industries: 
The role of local content provisions 

11-12: Brasilia, Brazil − BRICS 
Academic Forum: SAIIA presentation 

‘Promoting Intra-BRICS Trade and 
Investment’  

18-19: Berlin, Germany − The AIIB: 
Origins and Early Development, 

Innovations, and Future Priorities. 
SAIIA presentation: ‘AIIB Membership 

for African Countries: Drawcards 
and Drawbacks’. MERICS/ Chinese 

Infrastructure Investment in African 
Countries 

29 -2 : Berlin, Germany − Marine 
Regions Forum  

1-2:  Pretoria, South Africa − Smarter 
Mobility Africa Conference, Generation 

E and SAIIA Futures Programme 

15-16: Debre Zeit, Ethiopia- SAIIA 
participated in a pre-validation 

workshop to discuss on the findings 
to a study focusing on youth 

entrepreneurship promotion organised 
by the African Union Commission 

Youth Division, Department of Human 
Resource Science and Technology

19:  Gaborone, Botswana - SADC 
Trade Investment and Finance 

Secretariat: consultative meeting 

29 – 30: Sao Paulo, Brazil − BRICS: 
New Challenges for Development/ 

presentation: ‘Enhancing intra-BRICS 
trade and investment relations’

31 – 1: Pretoria , South Africa 
−  Batteries and Electric Vehicles 

Conference

September
2019

December
2019

March
2020

February
2020

03 – 08: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia −  
SAIIA-KAS workshop: Closing the GAP: 
Enabling access to climate finance in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. UNECA:  ‘Policy 
Dialogue on Extractive Industry 
Reform: Implementation gaps in Africa’

4-8: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia − African 
Union Commission (AUC) Youth 
Mainstreaming Workshop. SAIIA  
participated in the creation of a 
collaborative framework between 
the AUC Youth Division and the 
African Peer Review Mechanism on 
youth mainstreaming tools for youth 
participation. 

12-16:  Accra, Ghana  – Africa Forum 
on Mining:  convened by the African 
Union, UNECA, AfDB. SAIIA panel 
discussion: ‘Anticipating Change 
in Complex Systems:  Considering 
the impact of e-vehicles on mineral 
demand and value chains.

17-19:  Paris, France – Councils of 
Councils Twelfth Regional Conference: 
Overcoming the Challenge of Meeting 
the Paris Agreement Goals,

25-27: Kigali, Rwanda − Global Gender 
Summit

25-29: Gaborone, Botswana − Jo-
Support to Southern African States 
in Nuclear Safety and Safeguards 
Workshop, organised by the 
International Science and Technology 
Centre (ISTC) from Kazakhstan.

9-10: Nairobi, Kenya − Launch: Africa 
Governance Report by the African 
Peer Review Mechanism

Seoul, Korea − 
5 – 6: The 2nd Seoul Dialogue 
on Africa: Africa’s Integration - 
Legacies and New Horizons SAIIA 
moderated ‘Emerging Trends in 
Economic Landscape’ session

7: Korean Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Report Presentation: 
Understanding the Agreement for 
African Continental Free Trade 
Area:  Considerations for Korean 
Firms

16-18:  Paris, France - UNESCO Futures 
Literacy Design Forum, SAIIA Futures 
Programme

November
2019

2: Cape Town, South Africa − Alternate 
Mining Indaba Event 
SAIIA SIDE EVENTS:
2: New Frontiers in Local Content: 
Environment & Transparency
3: Advocacy & Africa's New Climate 
Economy

4-5: Accra, Ghana - Nuclear Threat 
Initiative and the  African Center for 
Science and International Security 
workshop. Strengthening the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty regime: Priorities 
for the NPT RevCon
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RESEARCH

FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

7

NUCLEAR GOVERNANCE

8

GOVERNANCE IN AFRICA

9

CHINA–AFRICA

10

SUPPORTING MARINE AND COASTAL  
ECOSYSTEM-BASED ADAPTATION

11

SUPPORTING PRIVATE SECTOR  
CONTRIBUTIONS TO MARINE ECOSYSTEM PROTECTION

12

E-MOBILITY

13
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4IR 

Getty: Den-Belitsky

The Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) will have an  
unprecedented social and economic impact on society. 

The onset of the coronavirus pandemic and the disruption of 

global value chains – and the subsequent rapid integration of 

4IR technologies to mitigate such disruptions – have impressed 

on all countries this transformative capacity of the 4IR and the 

need to prepare for it. Within the broader 4IR theme, SAIIA’s 

economic diplomacy team have focussed specifically on the 

digital economy and enabling infrastructure. 

The digital economy and ecommerce are developing fast 

in Africa. The forthcoming implementation of the African 

Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) will encourage intra-

African trade. Combined, these two forces offer a new, inclusive 

future for Africa. By working with the Ecommerce Forum South 

Africa, SAIIA has shaped this nascent policy environment 

through the special report The Digital Economy and 

Ecommerce in Africa: Drivers for the African Free Trade Area, 

helping policymakers to navigate this complex arena.

Beyond the soft-policy options that facilitate e-trade lies the 

hard infrastructure that enables it. SAIIA has been working 

with the SADC Secretariat to dialogue around related 

hard infrastructure policies. Past SAIIA research on this, 

including work on “Harnessing the 4IR in SADC: Roles for 

Policymakers”, has highlighted the bottlenecks that countries 

face in adopting 4IR technologies to drive industrialisation and 

economic growth. This research was demand driven through 

active dialogue on the research needs of the Secretariat, and 

findings fed directly into the thinking and policymaking of the 

SADC Secretariat through engagement with SADC staff and 

through public dialogue sessions.

Getty/pugun-phoyo

https://saiia.org.za/research/the-digital-economy-and-e-commerce-in-africa-drivers-for-the-african-free-trade-area/
https://saiia.org.za/research/the-digital-economy-and-e-commerce-in-africa-drivers-for-the-african-free-trade-area/
https://saiia.org.za/event/new-dimensions-of-growth-and-development-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/event/new-dimensions-of-growth-and-development-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/event/new-dimensions-of-growth-and-development-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/research/harnessing-the-4ir-in-sadc-roles-for-policymakers/
https://saiia.org.za/research/harnessing-the-4ir-in-sadc-roles-for-policymakers/
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During the project’s first year (1 September 2019 – 31 August 

2020) the implementing team engaged in person with 

stakeholders in South Africa, Egypt and Botswana, as well as 

digitally with stakeholders in Austria, Ethiopia and Ghana. This 

was done to introduce the project, its goal and objectives; 

build relationships; and conduct a needs assessment. Through 

this outreach the project established a strong working 

relationship with a key stakeholder – the African Commission 

on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE). 

Research has been carried out on nuclear programmes in three 

African countries – Egypt, Ghana and South Africa – examining 

their background, scope, existing installations, governance, 

international commitments and the way forward in terms of 

peaceful use of nuclear energy for development. SAIIA special 

reports and policy briefings on these case studies will be 

published in the second year of the project. 

At the end of its first year the project hosted a webinar on 

‘Nuclear Energy Governance in Africa’, to reflect on the 

peaceful use of nuclear energy in Africa. This event coincided 

with the 75th commemoration of the dropping of the atomic 

bomb on Hiroshima, which used uranium sourced from Africa. 

The project also launched an advocacy campaign to promote 

the peaceful use of nuclear energy in Africa, strengthen bodies 

responsible for nuclear governance on the continent, improve 

national-level legislation on nuclear safety and security, and 

promote public debate on these issues. Opinion pieces on 

‘Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 50 Years On: Where Does 

Africa Stand?’ and ‘Nuclear Developments in Africa During 

the COVID-19 Pandemic’ have been published as part of 

the campaign, with more to follow in the second year of the 

project, as well as video interviews.

Nuclear reprocessing plant/ Steve Allen via Getty Image

Nuclear governance
SAIIA’s Atoms 4 Development Project focuses on nuclear security and 

the peaceful use of nuclear technology in helping Africa achieve the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the AU’s Agenda 2063.  

The project’s goal is to strengthen African nuclear governance.

https://saiia.org.za/event/nuclear-energy-governance-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/project/atoms-for-development/advocacy-campaign/
https://saiia.org.za/research/nuclear-non-proliferation-treaty-50-years-on-where-does-africa-stand/
https://saiia.org.za/research/nuclear-non-proliferation-treaty-50-years-on-where-does-africa-stand/
https://saiia.org.za/research/nuclear-developments-in-africa-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://saiia.org.za/research/nuclear-developments-in-africa-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://saiia.org.za/project/atoms-for-development/
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Governance in Africa
SAIIA’s governance research focuses on policy options 

that promote stability and accountability on the continent 
through the lens of key African governance instruments. 

These include the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), 

global good governance initiatives and civil society 

participation. 

SAIIA’s pioneering, independent research on the APRM was 

acknowledged when a Memorandum of Agreement was signed 

with the Continental APRM Secretariat in August 2019, to foster 

closer collaboration. 

We took a critical look at whether the APRM’s goal of universal 

accession by all AU member states by 2023 is feasible and 

desirable in our occasional paper ‘Should All Africa’s States 

Join the APRM?’. The research concluded that the APRM 

should remain a voluntary instrument. The APRM, however, 

suffers from a phenomenon of ‘slow states’ – ie, states that 

acceded more than a decade ago but have not yet mustered 

the necessary consensus, will and funding to start the review. 

In reviewing the paper, the former advisor to the APRM CEO, 

Prof. Melaku Desta, considered the paper 'highly informative.’ 

Our research frequently feeds into important continental and 

regional discussions on governance.

SAIIA is working closely with the Botswana Council of 

Non-Governmental Organisations (BOCONGO) and civil 

society organisations in Botswana to co-create a written 

submission detailing 12 key governance issues to feed into 

the country’s APRM process. The COVID-19 outbreak has 

necessitated shifting this project to online platforms, and the 

participants have taken well to this medium. This capacity-

building and research project covers issues such as corruption, 

accountability, health, education, elections, vulnerable groups 

and executive dominance. Mpho Molomo in the Office of the 

President wrote, ‘We greatly benefited from your facilitation 

of the online discussion. We really appreciate that President 

Masisi did the right thing in acceding to the APRM. It is for us 

now to carry the baton forward … The insights you shared are 

extremely useful.’  Similar projects will be rolled out in South 

Africa (focusing on youth) and Zimbabwe.

SAIIA continues to keep African civil society working 
on governance issues in touch through its popular 

#EngageAPRM Facebook Group.

People gather to demonstrate outside the office of the United Nations Human Rights Commissioner in Bujumbura, against a report by investigators tasked 
by the UN Human Rights Council with probing rights abuses in Burundi since it descended into violence in April 2015, over President Pierre Nkurunziza's 
controversial decision to run for a third term

https://saiia.org.za/research/should-all-africas-states-join-the-aprm/
https://saiia.org.za/research/should-all-africas-states-join-the-aprm/
https://saiia.org.za/project/aprm-sensitisation-project-in-botswana
https://saiia.org.za/project/aprm-sensitisation-project-in-botswana
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China–Africa
China plays a vital role in Africa’s future. 

It is the continent’s largest trading 
partner and one of its largest investors.

Chinese companies and banks are instrumental in closing 

Africa’s infrastructure gap, building everything from roads 

to ports to data networks. Yet as important as this work is, 

it is also increasingly controversial. African policymakers 

and populations face serious decisions about the nature of 

their cooperation with China. Chinese lending has boosted 

development but also rapidly increased Africa’s debt burden. 

This raises many questions: Should Africa take on more Chinese 

debt? If so, for which projects? And how should Africa balance 

its Chinese engagement with its cooperation with traditional 

partners?

African populations and policymakers need more fine-grained 

and non-partisan information about these issues. SAIIA has the 

longest track record of China–Africa research on the continent. 

We do research from an African standpoint, and provide 

governments and citizens with concrete insights through policy 

insights such as ‘China’s Relations with Africa and the Arab 

World: Shared Trends, Different Priorities’. 

Over the last two years we have been focusing on the issue of 

African agency power of decision-making in relation to China, 

looking at matters as diverse as multilateralism, sustainable 

infrastructure and technology. 

We maximise our impact through dissemination on two levels. 

In-person briefings, webinars and workshops mean we have a 

direct impact on the thinking of policymakers and corporate 

decision makers. We follow this up with wider dissemination 

of SAIIA’s research insights via the popular China in Africa 

podcast, which reaches about 50 000 people across the globe 

every month. This combination means our work is shaping 

global conversations, for the benefit of our continent.

National flags of China (red) and Djibouti are seen in front ot Djibouti International Free Trade Zone (DIFTZ) before the inauguration ceremony in 

Djibouti on July 5, 2018.. Yasuyoshi Chiba/AFP via Getty Images

https://saiia.org.za/research/chinas-relations-with-africa-and-the-arab-world-shared-trends-different-priorities/
https://saiia.org.za/research/chinas-relations-with-africa-and-the-arab-world-shared-trends-different-priorities/
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Such nature-based solutions to climate change or ecosystem-

based adaptation (EbA) span a range of activities, from 

restoring watersheds and managing flooding and erosion 

to protecting coastal mangrove forests as a defence against 

storm surges. In Southern Africa (and Africa more broadly), 

climate policies have begun to acknowledge and support 

EbA responses, but policy- and project-level responses tend 

to focus on terrestrial ecosystems. 

From May 2018 to September 2019 SAIIA implemented 

the Marine and Coastal Ecosystem-based Adaptation for 

Enhanced Resilience in Southern Africa (MEBARSA) project, 

through which we tried to ensure stronger policy support for 

EbA responses in marine and coastal ecosystems, as well as 

improve lesson sharing between stakeholders in marine and 

coastal EbA projects in the region. Focusing on South Africa, 

Mozambique, Tanzania and Seychelles, the project included 

research, policy engagement and capacity-building activities. 

This work allowed SAIIA to give input into numerous national 

and regional policy processes. 

We have seen evidence of our impact through both an 

enhanced emphasis on EbA (and marine and coastal EbA 

specifically) in national climate change strategies and direct 

feedback from policymakers. For example, Elissa Lalande, 

the Senior Policy Advisor on Climate Change in Seychelles’ 

Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change, noted 

that the project ‘strengthened knowledge as it provided 

very useful information on how healthy marine and coastal 

ecosystems could create climate resilience in vulnerable 

communities’. She added that the project outputs ‘will 

become useful for the review of the National Climate Change 

Strategy and have been very useful in drafting the National 

Climate Change Policy. Additionally, it will be very useful 

for the review of other important documents such as the 

Nationally Determined Contribution and other future plans, 

policies and strategies.’

 

Supporting Marine and 
Coastal Ecosystem-
based Adaptation
There is growing interest in how protecting and restoring 
natural ecosystems can help support climate adaptation. 

P
atrick M

ein
h

ard
t

The Praia Move area, Beira, Mozambique on March 24, 2019 after Cyclone Idai smashed into Mozambique's coast unleashing hurricane-force wind 
and rain that flooded swathes of the country (Wikus de Wet/AFP via Getty Images)

https://saiia.org.za/project/marine-and-coastal-ecosystem-based-adaptation-for-enhanced-resilience-in-southern-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/project/marine-and-coastal-ecosystem-based-adaptation-for-enhanced-resilience-in-southern-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/research/marine-and-coastal-eba-for-enhanced-resilience-in-southern-africa-country-review-south-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/research/marine-and-coastal-eba-for-enhanced-resilience-in-southern-africa-country-review-mozambique/
https://saiia.org.za/research/marine-and-coastal-eba-for-enhanced-resilience-in-southern-africa-country-review-tanzania/
https://saiia.org.za/research/marine-and-coastal-eba-for-enhanced-resilience-in-southern-africa-country-review-seychelles/
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The oceans are increasingly prominent in global, regional and national policy debates. 

Such debates are marked by two key themes: firstly, a growing 

recognition of the current and potential importance of oceans 

to human wellbeing; and secondly, increasing awareness of 

the threats faced by marine ecosystems as a result of human 

activities. The heightened focus on ocean-related issues is 

reflected in the UN Agenda 2030 (SDG14 ‘Life Below Water’), 

global policy initiatives such as the High-Level Panel for a 

Sustainable Ocean Economy, and a growing range of national 

and regional frameworks to develop the Blue Economy. 

SAIIA has supported work on the challenges and opportunities 

of a sustainable Blue Economy through a range of research 

and policy dialogue activities, including the development of a 

preliminary study commissioned by the SADC Secretariat on a 

regional Blue Economy strategy for Southern Africa. In March 

2020 SAIIA was selected to work with the UN Environment 

Programme and other partners to support the development of 

a private sector engagement strategy for the Western Indian 

Ocean region. This strategy seeks to enhance private sector 

engagement in the conservation and protection of marine 

ecosystems in the  region, and to promote the mainstreaming 

of ecosystem-based management practices in their operations.

This work allows SAIIA to respond directly to growing calls 

for more effective partnerships with the private sector to 

achieve the SDGs broadly, and also in relation specifically to 

sustainable oceans. The High Level Panel for a Sustainable 

Ocean Economy, for example, notes that ‘with a growing 

Blue Economy and increasing use of ocean space for human 

activities, maintaining a productive and healthy ocean 

becomes more difficult … In practice, enduring sustainability 

can be achieved only if best practices are applied in both the 

public and private sectors and where productive partnerships 

between the two are encouraged and advanced.’

Supporting Private Sector 
Contributions to  

Marine Ecosystem  
Protection and Restoration

A freediver holds a sign that reads 'World Ocean Day' at Resort World Sentosa's S.E.A Aquarium in Singapore on June 7, 2016. As part of global 
celebration for World Oceans Day. Roslan Rahman/AFP via Getty Images)

https://saiia.org.za/research/a-super-year-for-ocean-governance-a-dream-deferred/
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A green recovery focusing on cleaner and sustainable 
forms of mobility, particularly e-mobility, will be key in 

shaping Africa’s place in a post-pandemic world. 

E-mobility

Image:  Getty, Ronny Hartmann  

Southern Africa has an unprecedented opportunity to be a 

leader in the global e-mobility revolution.

In 2019 SAIIA Futures was commissioned by the Konrad-

Adenauer-Stiftung to explore what the large-scale adoption 

of the electric vehicle (EV) globally would mean for 

Southern Africa. SAIIA Futures used a political economy lens 

underpinned by systems innovation to anticipate major political, 

economic, technological, environmental and social disruptors 

over a 10- to 30-year horizon. The study found that mining, 

energy and automobile manufacturing are likely to face the 

greatest impact, with a significant cross-cutting effect on 

employment, skills development, tax revenues, technology and 

the environment. 

Our work on e-mobility is guided by SAIIA’s central objective 

as a leading think tank, ie., to initiate dialogue between 

government, industry, civil society, researchers and the public 

on shaping the future, now. To this end, we presented our 

findings at our year-end conference on EVs in Johannesburg 

in December 2019. The conference brought together a wide 

variety of stakeholders, stimulating a robust debate. The 

dialogue has been carried well into 2020, where the validity of 

our research is more relevant than ever.

In a post-pandemic world, all countries will need to revitalise 

their economies and spur regional integration across various 

industries and sectors. Our 2020 mandate is to continue and 

consolidate discussions on the impact of EVs on the mining, 

energy and automotive industries by bringing together 

stakeholders and policymakers to influence positive change. 

This has led us to engage with key public and private sectors 

players such as the South African Department of Science and 

Innovation, the Department of Trade Industry and Competition, 

the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy, KPMG, the 

UN Economic Commission for Africa and the SADC Business 

Council on a roadmap to facilitate a green recovery for the 

region.

As we accelerate towards the climate emergency against the 

backdrop of an ongoing energy crisis in South and Southern 

Africa, it is important to imagine hopeful alternative futures 

and systemic innovations. Our policy briefings on ‘Introducing 

E-Vehicles to Southern Africa: A Systemic Innovation 

Approach to a Green New Deal’ and ‘Futures Literacy in 

Mining: Empowering the African Mining Vision’ do just that. 

Southern Africa needs to anticipate and understand the 

implications of the e-mobility revolution to enable proactive 

and bold forward-looking policy decisions and actions.

https://saiia.org.za/research/introducing-electric-vehicles-to-southern-africa-a-systemic-innovation-approach-towards-a-green-new-deal/
https://saiia.org.za/research/introducing-electric-vehicles-to-southern-africa-a-systemic-innovation-approach-towards-a-green-new-deal/
https://saiia.org.za/research/introducing-electric-vehicles-to-southern-africa-a-systemic-innovation-approach-towards-a-green-new-deal/
https://saiia.org.za/research/introducing-electric-vehicles-to-southern-africa-a-systemic-innovation-approach-towards-a-green-new-deal/
https://saiia.org.za/research/futures-literacy-in-mining-empowering-the-amv/
https://saiia.org.za/research/futures-literacy-in-mining-empowering-the-amv/
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PARTNERSHIPS
2020

BOTSWANA

• Botswana Council of 

Non-Governmental 

Organisations 

(BOCONGO)

BRAZIL

• BRICS Policy Center

• African Commission on Nuclear 

Energy in Africa (AFCONE)

UK 

• Verification Research, Training, and 

Information Centre (VERTIC)

• UK’s Overseas Development Institute:  

DFID-ESRC Growth Research Program

KAS (SOUTH AFRICA)

• Konrad Adenauer Stiftung:  

Regional Programme for 

Energy Security and Climate 

Change in Sub-Saharan Africa 

GIZ  (SOUTH AFRICA)

• African-German Partners for Ocean Knowledge 

(MeerWissen) programme, facilitated by 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)

SOUTH AFRICA

• Climate Legal

UK /CHINA

• FCDO-SAIIA China-

Africa Infrastructure 

GuidebookUS

• Carter Centre

• Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
 (SAJIA)
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SAJIA SPECIAL ISSUE (26.4): ‘A decade of G20 summitry: 

Assessing the benefits, limitations and future of global 

club governance in turbulent times’ was pulled together 

with guest editors from the German Development Institute 

and Waterloo University, Canada. A cancelled launch gave 

rise to the SAIIA-hosted Zoom webinar on the G20’s 

response to COVID-19 in June 2020.   

COVID’s impact on journal production was noted in a 

Letter from the Editor in the June 2020 issue (27.2), with 

an emphasis on the ‘creative diligence’ of the editorial 

team, as well as an acknowledgement of the constraints on 

authors, peer reviewers, and the production staff at T&F.  

SAJIA was also noted for its diverse authorship in an article 

published in Oxford Academic’s International Studies 

Review journal, ‘Who Publishes Where? Exploring the 

Geographic Diversity of Global IR Journals’.  SAJIA was 

the only journal from Africa noted in the article.  

Note:  The full list of journals is available in the article. 

1 425

Data  
collected from the profiles of  

896  
tweeters who shared this  

research output.

Source:  Mathis Lohaus, Wiebke Wemheuer-Vogelaar, ‘Exploring the Geographic 
Diversity of Global IR Journals’, International Studies Review, (2020)  
https://doi.org/10.1093/isr/viaa062

SAJIA’s article on the militarisation of policing in the Global South coincided with the Black Lives Matter movement, generating 

further online debate in May 2020 which reached over 3 million followers via Twitter.  

Four SAJIA issues produced:  

Volume 26.3  
(September 2019)

Volume 26.4  
(December 2019)

Volume 27.1  
(March 2020)

Volume 27.2  
(June 2020)

North America

United Kingdom
East Asia

Continental Europe

Latin America and 
the Carribean

Sub-Saharan Africa

Unknown

8%

6%

18%

6%

60%

2%

1%

Authorships  
recorded  

%  
(world regions)

https://saiia.org.za/event/the-g20-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10220461.2020.1800268
https://academic.oup.com/isr/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/isr/viaa062/5899225?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/isr/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/isr/viaa062/5899225?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://doi.org/10.1093/isr/viaa062
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10220461.2020.1748103
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsaj20/26/3?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsaj20/26/3?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsaj20/26/4?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsaj20/26/4?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsaj20/27/1?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsaj20/27/1?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsaj20/27/2?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsaj20/27/2?nav=tocList
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AFRICA PORTAL
Now in its 10th year, the Africa Portal continues to be   

recognised as a leading source of open access African research and analysis.  

The website has recorded impressive year-on-year growth, 

increasing its readership by 120% over the past five years. 

Over 300 000 users visited the website during July 2019 

– June 2020, the  majority of them (46%) from Africa. The 

Portal also has a global footprint, with a significant number of 

readers  in the Americas (28%), Europe (16%) and Asia (9%).  

In 2019, the Africa Portal launched a new content initiative in 

the form of thematic series to encourage and highlight African 

research on pertinent policy issues impacting the continent. 

The inaugural series, ‘Women, Power and Policymaking’, 

launched with a research competition that attracted over 

100 submissions from scholars across the world. After a 

rigorous shortlisting and editing process, eight policy briefs 

were selected for publication and the authors of the top 

three papers were awarded a monetary prize. The series also 

included interviews with leading African leaders and industry 

experts and a high-profile roundtable event in October 2019 

that brought together various stakeholders and the winning 

authors to engage with the research findings and discuss 

policy.

Other series published include Climate Change and 

Migration in Africa (2020) and  COVID-19 and Innovation in 

Africa (2020), which was published in partnership with Wits 

University and the African Centre for the Study of the United 

States (ACSUS). 

MOST ACTIVE COUNTRIES

United  
States

South 
Africa

Nigeria

78,180 35 489 19 323

The thematic series  
have been well received,  

attracting positive feedback 
from: 

• academics
• researchers
• journalists 

Africa Portal increased 
readership by 

120%
over the past five years

16  |  SAIIA Highlights 2019–20

AUDIENCE  
SNAPSHOT

1 July 2019 – 30 June 2020

301  676
Website users

90
Content partners

8 930
No. of research publications available

77 960
No. of downloads

https://www.africaportal.org/features/women-power-policy-making/
https://www.africaportal.org/features/climate-change-migration-africa-series/
https://www.africaportal.org/features/climate-change-migration-africa-series/
https://www.africaportal.org/features/covid-19-our-coverage-pandemic/
https://www.africaportal.org/features/covid-19-our-coverage-pandemic/
http://
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YOUTH@SAIIA
The 2019/20 period has been an important year of growth for  

Youth@SAIIA programmes. 

The 2020 period has been challenging due to the COVID-19 

global health pandemic, and subsequent cancelling of all of 

our in-person engagements, and while nothing will replace 

face to face interaction we have been excited to launch new 

virtual formats and activities. Over this period Youth@SAIIA 

has continued to increase the voices of young people in 

decision-making processes, while also working towards a more 

sustainable future for all.  

In late 2020 we also start a year-long celebration that will 

continue into 2021 to mark the ten-year anniversary of the 

official start of Youth@SAIIA. 

PARTNERS 
Youth@SAIIA continues to enjoy relationships with members 

of the diplomatic community, civil society organisations, 

government, academia and most importantly young people 

and educators who are the foundation and core focus of 

Youth@SAIIA. 

Our current partners include:

• Action 24 Project Partners 

• Department of Basic Education

• Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 

• Department of International Relations and Cooperation

• Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit GmbH (GIZ)

• Durban Botanic Gardens 

• Embassy of Finland 

• European Union

• Gauteng Department of Education 

• Global Change Institute

• Howard University

• KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Legislature

• South African Embassy in Washington DC

• UNICEF South Africa

• United States Department of State

• University of the Witwatersrand - School of Social 

Sciences 

• Western Cape Provincial Parliament 
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ACTION 24  
PROGRAMME

For two years, Youth@SAIIA and our 

Action 24 project partners have been 

working to enhance public participation 

in South African Provincial Legislatures 

in the areas of climate change and 

environmental sustainability in Gauteng, 

KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo and the 

Western Cape. Through this programme, 

young people engaged on intersectional 

and cross-cutting topics of sustainability 

and climate change through workshops 

and Model Legislature sessions. Young 

people have also had the opportunity 

to join in South Africa’s public 

participation process through drafting 

formal submissions to their respective 

provincial legislatures. The relationships 

that Youth@SAIIA has built with 

provincial legislatures has had a positive 

impact on public/youth participation 

on the country’s legislative branch of 

government. 

MODEL  
LEGISLATURE

Through Model Legislature youth 

delegates relate the topic of the day 

to their communities and draft formal 

submission to be sent officially sent 

to their provincial legislatures. In 2019, 

Youth@SAIIA explored the topic of 

elections, school safety and broader 

sustainable issues through our Model 

Legislature events. Sessions in KwaZulu-

Natal and Western Cape each took 

place at the provincial legislature, 

while our sessions in Limpopo took 

place at the Polokwane Game Reserve 

Environmental Education Centre and our 

sessions in Gauteng took place at SAIIA 

and local schools.  

In early 2020, Youth@SAIIA hosted 

Model Legislature programmes in 

Limpopo, Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal 

on the topic of Food Security before the 

lockdown restrictions halted in-person 

events.  In June 2020, the first virtual 

Model Legislatures took place hosting 

delegates from Gauteng, KZN, Limpopo 

and Western Cape. The theme of the 

virtual Model Legislatures focussed 

on the impacts of COVID-19 on their 

province.  

SAIIA JOHANNESBURG MODEL 
UN CONFERENCE 

While world leaders were gathering 

in New York for the start of the 74th 

session of the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) in September 2019, 

learners from across South Africa joined 

us for the 2019 SAIIA Johannesburg 

Model United Nations Conference 

(SJMUN). Held on 14 September at the 

Wits Science Stadium, once again over 

500 high school learners participated. 

Topics for this year covered a diverse 

range of issues and looked at areas like 

Indigenous Language Preservation, 

Accelerating the Implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, Tax Justice, Africa’s 

Path to 2063, and Climate Change as a 

Security Risk. 

We had the pleasure of having the 

keynote address being given by 

Distinguished Professor at the Global 

Change Institute at Wits University and 

Nobel Peace Prize winner, Professor 

Coleen Vogel. We were joined by 

members of the Department of 

International Relations and Cooperation 

(DIRCO), the United Nations 

International Children’s Emergency 

Fund (UNICEF), Africa Check, and a 

distinguished group of young fact-

checkers drawn from high school and 

universities throughout Gauteng.  

PROGRAMMATIC WORK
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YOUTH  
POLICY  
COMMITTEE

The Youth Policy Committee (YPC) 

is a convening group that brings 

together youth organisations and young 

individuals to understand, comment and 

participate in policy processes that affect 

young people. Due to its exponential 

growth in the past few years, subgroups 

within the YPC have been established 

for greater theme specific engagements. 

The following working YPC groups were 

established in 2020 which have engaged 

in policy participation, advocacy and 

capacity building activities:

• Biodiversity and Wildlife

• Cities and Urban Development

• Climate Change

• Consumption and Production

• Education

• Employment and Economic 

Development

• Energy

• Food Security

• Gender

• Health

• Inequality and Racism

• Peace, Justice and Governance

• Poverty

• Water and Sanitation

SA-USA COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMME 

In May 2020, the SA-USA Community 

Engagement Exchange Programme 

was launched virtually. In light of 

the COVID-19 global pandemic, the 

programme has shifted online and was 

launched through a series of workshops 

bringing together South African students 

from across the country and students 

from Howard University in the USA. 

The goal of this programme is to create 

a youth-led culture of community 

engagement and public participation 

on university campuses for a more 

sustainable future. This programme will 

develop youth participation skills from a 

foundation of awareness-raising through 

to engagement in policy and decision-

making spaces. It is hoped that we will 

be able to have an in-person conference 

with Howard and South African students 

in late 2021. 

CLIMATE  
DIPLOMACY  
WEEK

In September-October 2019, Youth@

SAIIA hosted its first EU-SA Climate 

Diplomacy Week (CDW).  Participants 

included various European embassies, 

organisations, government officials 

and youth activists to discuss cross-

cutting issues of climate change. High 

school and youth delegates of the 

Young Researchers Symposium also 

participated in CDW and presented 

research papers on climate change. 

CDW culminated in the presentation 

of the Youth Statement to COP25. 

Subsequently three youth delegates 

were selected to attend COP25 in Spain. 
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Due to the pandemic several  

events had to be hosted virtually. 

Due to COVID-19, think tanks around the world were 

forced to embrace disruption to their events, and SAIIA 

was no different. Our events team got to grips quickly with 

digital technology and online video conferencing tools like 

Zoom to continue delivering the seamless and valuable 

events offerings that SAIIA is known for.

As COVID-19 eases off and the world opens up the 'new 

normal' will call for exploring hybrid events in the future - a 

combination of physical and virtual participants. This will 

allow us to maintain the advantages shown below.

Partnering for Green  
Growth and the Global  

Goals 2030 (P4G)

6 Aug 2020

Nuclear Energy Governance 
in Africa: Lessons from Egypt, 

Ghana and South Africa

26 Aug 2020

 Number of attendees      YouTube viewers

The breakdown by gender and sector reflect a good mix 

of participants. SAIIA has adopted a policy to ensure that 

there are no ‘manels’ in its events (ie., panels made up 

of only men). The examples alongside demonstrate the 

geographical reach obtained with virtual events, while at 

the same time reducing expenditure on travel, catering 

and accommodation. Although face-to-face events are 

important for networking, we were still able to achieve 

positive results despite the Covid-19 pandemic.

Broader reach

Cost-cutting

Increased shelf life by You-
Tube sharing

Repackaging webinars through short 
writtent content, sound bites or social 
media

ONLINE 
EVENTS 

ADVANTAGES

3%

9%

48%

Female speakers

Male speakers

48%

Partnering for Green Growth & the Global Goals 2030 (P4G)

Gender breakdown of particpants + speakers

JULY 2019–JUNE 2020

WWW.SAIIA.CO.ZA

N U M B E R  O F

EVENTS
#

S
A

II
A



35

Source: SAIIA Events and M&E Log

Geographical representation of participants

Southern Africa

East Africa

West Africa

North Africa

North America

South America

Europe

Australia

Asia

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

Sectors represented by participants

Academia

Business

Civil Society/NGO

Diplomatic 
Members

Government

Other

Media

Diplomatic 
Non-Members

211

96

185

132

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

20  |  SAIIA Highlights 2019–20



FI
N

A
N

CI
A

LS
CO

M
M

U
N

IC
AT

IO
N

S
EV

EN
TS

YO
U

TH
@

SA
IIA

A
FR

IC
A

 
PO

RT
A

L
SA

JI
A

PA
RT

N
ER

SH
IP

S
RE

SE
A

RC
H

N
ET

W
O

RK
IN

G
CH

IE
F 

 
EX

EC
U

TI
V

E
N

AT
IO

N
A

L 
CH

A
IR

M
A

N COMMUNICATIONS
 

21  |  SAIIA Highlights 2019–20

While it was ‘business as usual’ for the Communications Team between 1 July 2019 and mid-March 2020, 

strengthening our public profile became our number-one priority once the lockdown period began. 

     10, 614
     

8,178
    
5,863

  
   873

SAIIA’s social media audiences grew substantially over this reporting period. We gained 1,498 new followers on Twitter; 1,139 on Facebook; 

1,904 on LinkedIn and 436 on Instagram. The total number of followers on each platform as of 30 June 2020 is indicated below:

We wanted to ensure that while our doors were closed physically, our work continued to make 

an impact on audiences worldwide and remained relevant in the unfolding era of COVID-19. 

Being quick off the mark to produce op-eds and publications related to 

COVID-19 and its impact on Africa, SAIIA was able to establish itself as 

‘go-to’ resource for expertise on the subject. The most striking example 

of this was being listed as a resource on the Milken Institute’s 

‘COVID-19 Africa Watch’ web page alongside highly respected 

resources such as the World Health Organization, the Africa 

Centre for Disease Control and the African Development Bank. 

In response to other organisations – such as the Milken Institute 

– and the media recognising the value of SAIIA’s commentary and 

research on COVID-19, the Communications team quickly set to work on the 

development of a dedicated page on our website. The page includes open source 

data on policy responses to the coronavirus pandemic around the world and pulls 

through all other content related to COVID-19 published on our website – whether it be an op-

ed, publication, event, podcast or video. 

32
op-eds produced 

and placed 
externally

136,424
visitors to  

SAIIA website

344,532
page views of  
SAIIA website

https://covid19africawatch.org/
https://covid19africawatch.org/
https://covid19africawatch.org/
https://saiia.org.za/covid-19/
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
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STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020

2020 2019

Revenue 25 870 605 30 631 873

Net operating costs (5 028 533) (5 814 935)

Foreign Exchange Gains  2 559  - 

Programme expenditure disbursed (24 623 839) (29 875 881)

Deficit from operations (3 779 208) (5 058 943)

Income from investments 1 358 716 1 663 501

Fair value adjustment of held for trading investments (438 446) 246 142

Deficit for the year (2 858 938) (3 149 300)

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 30 JUNE 2020

2020 2019

ASSETS

Non-Current Assets

Furniture and Equipment 129 436 214 889 

Current Assets 30 687 322 32 802 173 

Smuts Memorial Trust 820 435 1 113 266 

Investments held for Trading 25 241 366 26 012 875 

Trade and Other Receivables 2 927 912 1 373 786 

Cash and cash equivalents 1 697 609 4 302 246 

TOTAL ASSETS 30 816 758 33 017 062 

FUNDS & LIABILITIES

Funds 24 110 632 26 969 570 

Accumulated Surplus 9 560 743 11 981 235 

Investment reserve 14 549 889 14 988 335 

Current Liabilities 6 706 126 6 047 492 

Trade & Other Payables 3 440 095 3 066 448 

Project funds 3 266 031 2 981 044 

TOTAL FUNDS AND LIABILITIES 30 816 758 33 017 062 



TOTAL REVENUE 
2020

2020

Grant Income 19 813 852

Commissioned research and presentations 4 164 782

Subscriptions 400 923

Other Income 1 491 048

Total Revenue 25 870 605

TOTAL REVENUE 
2019

2019

Grant Income 25 283 249

Commissioned research and presentations 3 536 588

Subscriptions 474 983

Other Income 1 337 053

Total Revenue 30 631 873

GRANT INCOME
Less than USD10 000 USD 1 078

Between USD10 000 - USD100 000 USD 323 953

Greater than USD100 000 USD 811 086

Total Grant Income USD 1 136 117
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Grant income

Other income

Subscriptions

Commissioned research 
and presentations

77%

6%

1%

16%

Between  

USD10 000 – USD100 000

Greater than USD100 000

71%

29%

Grant income

Other income

Subscriptions

Commissioned research 
and presentations

82%

4%
2%

12%



SCHEDULE OF 
FUNDERS 

JULY 2019-JUNE 2020

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

British High Commission

Canadian Fund for Local Initiatives

Chatham House

Embassy of Finland

European Union 

Gauteng Provincial Government

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit

Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Korea

Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

SADC Secretariat

Southern Africa Trust

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency

The Bradlow Foundation

The Centre For International Governance Innovation 

United Nations Children's Fund

United Nations Environmental Programme

United States Department of State

Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association
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E-mail: info@saiia.org.za

www.saiia.org.za

Cape Town
1st Floor

Vunani Chambers

33 Church Street

Cape Town

South Africa

(021) 422-0717

Johannesburg
SAIIA Head Office, East Campus

University of the Witwatersrand

Braamfontein

Johannesburg

South Africa

(011) 339-2021

mailto:info%40saiia.org.za?subject=
http://www.saiia.org.za

