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Message from

the Chief Executive

ELIZABETH SIDIROPOULOS

Ubuntu is a term we are all familiar
with in Africa - ‘| am because we
are’. Rooted in humanist African
philosophy it recognises humanity's
interconnectedness and places a
premium on values such as equity,
justice and solidarity.

Africa is charting its post COVID-19
future in ever-turbulent times. While
2021 saw the rollout of vaccines, the
reopening of borders and resumption
of economic activity, dilemmas

such as vaccine nationalism, online
misinformation campaigns and the
consequences of great power rivalries
between the US, China and Russia loom large. This, along

with intractable challenges of climate change, socioeconomic
inequality and conflict, underscores the need for policymaking
and multilateral engagement that espouses the ethos of
ubuntu in order to build resilient and inclusive global systems
and societies.

As a member of the Think 20 - a group of think tanks

and research centres that provides research-based
recommmendations to the G20 - SAIIA views its participatory role
in strengthening Africa’s input in global governance processes
seriously.

The Institute’s work in 2020-2021 was responsive to a panoply
of policy challenges relating to governance, foreign policy
and climate change. Our research expertise was sought out
by government, regional bodies and the private sector, and
we ramped up policy engagements and commmunication
campaigns to ensure our research resulted in tangible policy
impacts.

We continued our work on the pandemic through our project
on the macro-economic responses of African states to the
pandemic, together with the Centre for the Study of African
Economies in Nigeria. In the area of governance, we worked
extensively with partners in Botswana, South Africa and
Zimbabwe to improve civil society participation in the African
Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) processes in these countries.

Our climate experts were involved in a review of the SADC'’s
Climate Change Strategy and have partnered with the African

Climate Foundation to engage with
stakeholders around enhancing South
Africa’s climate diplomacy. Our Futures
programme began a new project, in
partnership with UK-PACT and the
Department of Science and Innovation,
on the readiness of Technical, Vocational,
Education and Training (TVET) colleges
in South Africa to meet the demands of
a future Green Hydrogen Economy and
ensure a just transition.

One of the highlights of the year was
Youth@SAIIA's contribution to the
ba Johannesburg Climate Action Plan and
subsequent engagement in the first

national Youth Climate Action Plan.

SAIllA's foreign policy research remains attuned to the rapidly
evolving geopolitical landscape. We examined the effect of the
pandemic on Sino-African economic relations, and delved into
the environmental, socioeconomic and governance impact of
Chinese-funded infrastructure projects in the Global South. Our
pioneering Russia-Africa programme, which launched in 2021,
examines how Moscow and key African states engage with
each other in the development of norms in both traditional and
newer global governance areas, and Russia’s use of soft power
on the continent.

Working together with the Centre for Human Rights at the
University of Pretoria, SAIIA published Values, Interests and
Power, an edited volume on the challenges facing South Africa’s
foreign policy in the 2020s and explored how the country could
develop a foreign policy that was appropriate to the uncertain
times we live in.

2021 marks SAIllA’s 87th anniversary. We celebrate our notable
accomplishments in the subsequent pages with the full
knowledge that our work is far froon complete and has become
more essential than ever in this current volatile, polarised and
deeply unequal world. We are grateful to our donors, partners
and stakeholders whose support makes it possible for the
Institute to continue its longstanding mission of advancing a
well-governed, peaceful, economically sustainable and globally
engaged Africa. SAIIA is because of you.
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News | Governance, Sustainable Development Goals

SAIIA Chief Executive to serve on High-Level UN Advisory
Board

SAIIA is delighted to announce that its Chief Executive Elizabeth
Sidiropoulos has been appointed to serve a two-year term on the United
Nations High-level Advisory Board on Economic and Social Affairs
(HLAB-II).

In a world grappling with the devastating fallout from COVID-19, the board aims to provide
focused guidance and recommendations to respond to current and future challenges in
overcoming the pandemic in an inclusive manner. Its priorities include addressing inequalities,

improving digital cooperation, ensuring sustainable financing and boosting partnerships.

The board's expertise “will play a crucial role in supporting these efforts by providing effective
guidance to the Secretary-General and spearheading the research and policy analysis work of
the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs,” according to the department’s

Under-Secretary-General Liu Zhenmin.

Sidiropoulos said that it was a great honour to be serving on the HLAB-II at this crucial time for
sustainable development across the world: “The COVID-19 pandemic has set back many

developing countries in their path to attain the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. It has

exacerbated inequalities and illustrated the negative developmental impact of ‘digital exclusion”.

This has made it even more urgent that the world works together to achieve Agenda 2030.

Political commitment, innovation and cooperation will be key™.
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NETWORKING

Networking

2020-2021

AGDP ‘Nuclear Energy Governance in Africa’

AGDP ‘Great Lakes, Time for a Regional Peace Process’

EDIP ‘China-Africa joint research & exchange programme webinar series’
Futures ‘Futures of SADC e-Mobility: Systemic innovation and Just, Green
Recovery Pathways in the Mining-Energy-Transport Nexus

AGDP ‘Denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula 50 years after NPT: Reflections
from Africa’ [joint workshop with Embassy of the Republic of Korea] 2021

EDIP ‘Digital Disruption in Africa - Mapping Innovations for the AfCFTA in Post-Covid Times’

Launch

EDIP ‘The Macroeconomic Impact of Covid-19 in Africa’ Launch

AGDP ‘How do African States Vote on Human Rights issues? Seminar

AGDP ‘African Agency and Chinese Power: The Fine Print’ Seminar

AGDP ‘BAPS meeting on Botswana Report’ Launch SAIIA/BOCONGO

https://saiia.org.za/research/botswana-civil-societys-submission-to-the-aprm/ Report Launch

Futures ‘Building Anticipatory Governance in SADC post Covid-19’

https://saiia.org.za/thematic-area/foresight/anticipatory-governance/ s ol

AGDP ‘South Africa APRM Youth Submission launch’
https://saiia.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/SAPS-Report.pdf

Launch

AGDP ‘South African launch of, 'Do Not Disturb, the Story of a Political Murder

and an African Regime gone Bad' by Michaela Wrong Book Launch

AGDP ‘Balancing nuclear non-proliferation and the peaceful use of nuclear

energy in Africa’ Seminar
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Governance of Africa’s Resources

Climate

Despite some delays to policy processes as a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic, SAIIA’s climate

work continued unabated. As African countries focus on post-COVID-19 recovery, SAIIA has contributed

to important research and policy discussions that highlight the need for recovery to be inclusive,

greener and sustainable. Its work has focused primarily on the SADC region.

SOUTH AFRICAN CLIMATE DIPLOMACY

SAIIA has partnered with the African Climate Foundation
(ACF) to engage with stakeholders around enhancing
South Africa’s climate diplomacy. A reference group
meeting was convened on 2 June 2021, which fed into an
op-ed published jointly by SAIIA and the African Climate
Foundation in the Business Day. An important component
of this project relates to strategic opportunities for South
Africa to access climate finance and recommendations to

the G7 on how climate finance flows can be improved.

SAIlIA also published two separate papers addressing
financing for climate ‘Implications of COVID-19 for Climate

Finance in Africa’ and biodiversity ‘Conservation Finance

Options to Support African Post-2020 Biodiversity Priorities’.

We also published a briefing titled Exploring South African
‘Green Leadership’ in the Context of the European Green
Deal, which was commissioned as part of a project on the
external dimension of the European Green Deal jointly
implemented by KAS, the German Development Institute

and the Finnish Institute of International Affairs.

A post-G7 workshop was convened in July 2021, which
focused on themes such as the geopolitics of climate
diplomacy, climate finance architecture reform, acceleration
of coal phaseout, and navigating the geopolitics of a just
transition. Discussions from the first and second workshop
were integrated into a final report, to be submitted to the
ACF in August 2021.

On 14 June 2021 SAIIA hosted a workshop titled How
Can a Just Energy Transition be Supported in Africa?
Insights, experiences and options going forward. It

was well attended (112 participants) and allowed for
further engagement on the themes emerging from the
project ‘Partnership for a Green Transition and Energy
Access: Strategic priorities for Africa and Europe’ that was

implemented earlier in 2020.

SADC CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY

As part of SAIIA’'s work with the SADC Secretariat, senior
researcher Romy Chevallier was invited by SADC's Food,
Agriculture and Natural Resources Directorate to join the
group of experts tasked with supporting the revision of the
2015 SADC Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan. Her
focus was on updating and reviewing the sectoral analyses
for agriculture (adaptation and mitigation), land and land-

use change, forestry, biodiversity and the blue economy.

Romy engaged a range of regional agriculture experts

and collated inputs on the strategy from a number of
stakeholders in the region, including the Centre for
Coordination of Agricultural Research and Development for
Southern Africa, GIZ (regional office), and members of the
USAID Resilient Waters Programme. Programme Head Alex
Benkenstein assisted with the review of the blue economy

component of the strategy.
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CLIMATE RESILIENT AGRICULTURE IN SADC

Romy participated in a six-part series of virtual training
workshops for policymakers and planners in the SADC
region seeking to develop capacity in applying foresight
approaches for climate resilient agricultural development.
Her presentation contributed to the development of a
toolkit on applying foresight approaches for climate-resilient

agricultural development.

SAIIA was commissioned to provide support in the form

of a needs assessment for capacity building support. This
involved engagement with the Africa Group of Negotiators
Expert Support Group, AUDA-NEPAD, the UNECA and the
Southern African Confederation of Agricultural Unions.to
the Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security research
programme of the Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research. This work is related to the World Bank
project ‘Accelerating the Impact of CGIAR Climate Research

for Africa’.

A paper was published on Strengthening Southern Africa’s

NDCs to Bolster Farmers’ Interests.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND EU-AFRICA RELATIONS

SAIIA completed the project, Partnership for a Green
Transition and Energy Access: Strategic priorities for

Africa and Europe. The project was funded by the Konrad
Adenauer Stiftung’s (KAS) Regional Programme on Energy
Security and Climate Change in Sub-Saharan Africa and

implemented in partnership with SAIIA’s Africa Portal.

The project outputs include 10 policy briefings by African
and European authors, as well as a synthesis briefing and

a set of supporting infographics. The outputs have been
widely disseminated to African and European research and
policy stakeholders. All project outputs can be viewed on

the Africa Portal project page.

Late in 2020, SAIIA collaborated with the European
Roundtable on Climate Change and Sustainable Transition
(ERCST) to host a virtual town hall meeting on EU border
carbon adjustments. Sixty participants attended, and
speakers included representatives of the South African
Treasury, the South African National Business Initiative and
climate experts (Climate Legal and Promethium Carbon).
ERCST has thanked SAIIA for its role in the event, noting
that the event had a higher level of audience engagement

than many of its other global events in this series.

OCEAN GOVERNANCE

Alex contributed to the thematic working group on
reducing pressure on oceans and seas, and creating
conditions for a sustainable blue economy as part of the
workshop: ‘Sustainable Blue Economy: Conservation and
Sustainable Use for Sustainable Development’ convened by

the EU International Ocean Governance Forum.

Two publications were produced. The first publication,
Mombasa: Stepping stones to a climate-resilient future?
explores climate-resilient development for African coastal
cities, focusing on Mombasa as a case study. The second,
Ocean accounts: A sea change approach in ocean decision-
making, outlines new approaches to development of

ocean accounts as a means to better understand, manage
and inform decision-making around the development of

sustainable blue economies.

In March 2021, Alex delivered a guest lecture as part of

the International Ocean Institute’s ‘Training Programme

for Ocean Governance in Africa’ focusing on the role of
African regional institutions, particularly the African Union,
in supporting ocean governance. He also participated in the
Western Indian Ocean Regional Science to Policy Dialogue,
hosted by the Nairobi Convention, where he presented on
Engaging the Private Sector in Regional Ocean Governance

in the Western Indian Ocean Region.

9 | SAIIA Highlights 2020-21


https://saiia.org.za/research/strengthening-southern-africas-ndcs-to-bolster-farmers-interests/
https://saiia.org.za/research/strengthening-southern-africas-ndcs-to-bolster-farmers-interests/
https://www.africaportal.org/features/partnership-green-transition-and-energy-access-strategic-priorities-africa-and-europe-series/
https://saiia.org.za/research/mombasa-stepping-stones-to-a-climate-resilient-future/
https://saiia.org.za/research/mombasa-stepping-stones-to-a-climate-resilient-future/
https://saiia.org.za/research/mombasa-stepping-stones-to-a-climate-resilient-future/
https://saiia.org.za/research/ocean-accounts-a-seachange-approach-in-ocean-decision-making/
https://saiia.org.za/research/ocean-accounts-a-seachange-approach-in-ocean-decision-making/
https://saiia.org.za/research/ocean-accounts-a-seachange-approach-in-ocean-decision-making/
https://nairobiconvention.org/clearinghouse/node/589
https://nairobiconvention.org/clearinghouse/node/589

AFRICA PORTAL SAJIA RESEARCH NETWORKING CHIEF EXECUTIVE n

YOUTH@SAIIA

[%2)
4
(]
-
<
=
4
o]
=
=
o
O

FINANCIALS

FUNDERS

African Governance and Diplomacy

African Peer Review Mechanism

SAIlIA’s work on the APRM is well established and has expanded to include capacity-building for
civil society. On 2 March 2021, the APRM Secretariat issued a press release, thanking SAIIA and

its partners for ‘making the APRM process relevant to young people and giving space for youth to

positively contribute to good governance'.

Due to COVID, our civil society engagements - with the youth
and a broader cross-section of society - were conducted
virtually in three countries Botswana, South Africa, and
Zimbabwe. The work has been incredibly rewarding: with
strong national partners, we brought a cross-section of
committed groups together to highlight key national
governance concerns, which were formally submitted to the
APRM.

BOTSWANA

The Botswana APRM Sensitisation Project submission was
launched on 20 April 2021, with a video and infographics.
Senior government officials, APRM Secretariat members, and
chapter writers made presentations, and more than 70 people
watched the webinar. CSO representatives were invited by
the Government of Botswana to sit on an APRM Steering
Committee in May 2021, as a direct result of this work.

SOUTH AFRICA

In partnership with Jasoro Consulting, the programme hosted
the South Africa APRM Popular Sensitisation Project online
pre-planning meeting on 31 August 2020, with more than 30
participants.

in The Conversation

IN THE MEDIA

¢ Young People Grapple with Governance this Africa Day’ in AllAfrica.com
¢ ‘It Takes More Than a Single Agency to Fight Corruption in Business Day
¢ South Africa Has Failed to Champion Human Rights in the World. But That's Changing

¢ ‘Independent Candidates Can Reignite Youth Participation’ in AllAfrica.com

The partners ran a successful social media campaign to
popularise SAPS with youth across the country. The WhatsApp
working group from 40 members to 195 members from all
nine provinces.

The South African APRM Popular Sensitisation Youth
Submission launched online with almost 100 audience
members. The CEO of the APRM Secretariat, Prof Eddy Maloka,
presented, as did Thulani Tshefutha, the chairperson of South
Africa’'s APRM National Governing Council.

Youth representatives went on to present the report at the
APRM National Governing Council meeting in June 2021.

ZIMBABWE

The Zimbabwean APRM Popular Sensitisation Project took a
little longer to gather momentum, due to prevailing conditions
in the country with the submission finally launching in
October 2021. Papers on the APRM'’s ‘Expanded Mandate’ and
three ‘lessons learned’ papers for the CSOs that worked SAIIA
on the submission were published.
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Atoms 4 Development (A4D)

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons came into force in 2021. Africa, having

established itself as a nuclear weapons-free zone, plays an exemplary role on the global stage

with regards to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.

Focusing on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and
technology, and highlighting the progress and setbacks

of nuclear development on the African continent, our
work on the Atoms for Development, or the A4Dproject,
contributes to the wider network of advocacy against the
destructive capabilities of nuclear power and promotes the
developmental impact these technologies can have.

Notwithstanding the challenges of pursuing the goals of
research, public dissemination and advocacy underpinning
the work of the A4D project during the pandemic, project
coordinators Prof Jo-Ansie van Wyk and Senior Researcher
Yarik Turianskyi succeeded in conducting nine briefings

with the Royal Norwegian Embassy, Pretoria; the African
Commission on Nuclear Energy, the Permanent Mission of
Namibia to the UN in Geneva and the Permanent Mission of
the Republic of South Africa to the UN in Vienna, the Vienna
Center for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation, the James
Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, the Nuclear Threat
Initiative, South Africa Department of International Relations
and Cooperation and the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Year one of the project focused on researching nuclear energy
in Egypt, Ghana and South Africa, specifically examining the

IN THE MEDIA

* Nuclear developments in Africa during the COVID-19 pandemic' in AllAfrica.com

origin of their nuclear programmes, existing installations,
governance frameworks, international commitments, the
extent of civil society involvement and public input, as well as
their future nuclear plans. Some of the most recent research
outputs include Egypt’'s Quest for a Nuclear Future, Powering
Ghana'’s Economic Development Through Nuclear Energy

A No-Regret Option? South Africa’s Nuclear Future by Jo-
Ansie van WyKk.

A webinar ‘Nuclear Energy Governance in Africa’, included
remarks from Messaoud Baalioaumer, the Executive Secretary
of AFCONE and Prof Fumihiko Yoshida, Director of the
Research Center for Nuclear Weapons Abolition at Nagasaki
University. More than 185 people attended.

See the webpage (https://saiia.org.za/project/atoms-for-
development/advocacy-campaign/). It includes key messages
to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy in Africa,
strengthen relevant bodies responsible for nuclear governance
on the continent, improve national-level legislation on nuclear
safety and security, and promote public debate on these
issues. Programme stakeholders and the general public are
also encouraged to submit their suggestions for the campaign.
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China-Africa Relations

SAIIA’s work on China-Africa relations reflects on the key issue of African agency and decision-

making in the face of rising Chinese power.

It looked at this issue at the sectoral level, by focusing on ICT
provision. lginio Gagliardone’s paper looks at how Chinese
provision of ICT technology both constrains and enables
African agency at both governmental and civil society levels.
Micheal Kwet's paper examines the controversial issue of
African Smart City and Safe City projects powered through
Chinese technology, and their implications for democracy.

The work on African agency at the country level, looks at how
Chinese power both weakened and strengthened government
leverage. Johanna Malm looked at this issue in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, and Jean-Pierre Cabestan contributed

a paper looking at government-level tradeoffs in Djibouti.
These papers were also promoted to 1.5 million social media
followers worldwide, thanks to appearances on the China in
Africa Podcast.

Senior Researcher Cobus van Staden was joined by the four
authors in a webinar to disseminate this research. The webinar,
African Agency and Chinese Power: The Fine Print was an
innovative reframing of the African agency debate beyond the
government-to-government level to also include non-state
actors. Speakers included representatives from the Institute for
Global Dialogue, Wits University, Yale University and the Hong
Kong Baptist University.

IN THE MEDIA

¢ Zambia has fallen off a debt cliff in The Continent

¢ Cobus van Staden contributed to Politico's China Watcher column. His column ‘How the
US can eclipse China in the battle over Africa’ was published in 2021.

SAIllA’s Africa-China analysis also focused on how the
COVID-19 pandemic strengthened China’s hand in Africa and
Latin America. This was examined through the lens of PPE and
vaccine diplomacy, drawing comparisons with the US's role

in the global south. In both these areas of focus, we aimed at
providing input to African decisionmakers and civil society to
enable the continent to better balance the growing pressures
around China’s growing influence.

SAIIA and the China-Africa Joint Research and Exchange
programme hosted a webinar to explore sustainable
development. An issue at the forefront of policymakers’ and
researchers’ agendas across African countries. It is also a critical
dynamic within Africa-China relations. The dialogue series
explored three themes: 1) Enhancing Africa-China economic
cooperation, 2) Different dimensions of infrastructure
development and financing and 3) Harnessing the 4IR for
economic development.

SAIIA is now the sole African partner hosting the archive of
Johns Hopkins University China-Africa Research Initiative. It is
widely acknowledged as one of the most prestigious archives
of China-Africa research.
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https://saiia.org.za/research/the-impact-of-chinese-tech-provision-on-civil-liberties-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/research/the-impact-of-chinese-tech-provision-on-civil-liberties-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/research/the-city-surveillance-state-inside-johannesburgs-safe-city-initiative/
https://saiia.org.za/research/the-city-surveillance-state-inside-johannesburgs-safe-city-initiative/
https://saiia.org.za/research/china-powered-african-agency-and-its-limits-the-case-of-the-drc-2007-2019/
https://saiia.org.za/research/china-powered-african-agency-and-its-limits-the-case-of-the-drc-2007-2019/
https://saiia.org.za/research/african-agency-and-chinese-power-the-case-of-djibouti/
https://saiia.org.za/event/african-agency-and-chinese-power-the-fine-print/
https://saiia.org.za/research/us-and-chinese-covid-19-health-outreach-to-africa-and-latin-america-a-comparison/
https://saiia.org.za/research/us-and-chinese-covid-19-health-outreach-to-africa-and-latin-america-a-comparison/
https://saiia.org.za/event/digital-disruption-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/event/digital-disruption-in-africa/
http://www.sais-cari.org/
http://www.sais-cari.org/
https://bucket.mg.co.za/wp-media/2020/11/22e59e1d-thecontinentissue29.pdf
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-china-watcher/2021/04/22/how-biden-can-win-over-africa-in-battle-with-china-492553
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-china-watcher/2021/04/22/how-biden-can-win-over-africa-in-battle-with-china-492553
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Russia in Africa

The Russia in Africa programme, launched in 2021, is a two-year programme.

SAIIA held three Russia-Africa online scoping workshops
to explore and understand growing Russian interest and
engagement with African countries.

The first looked at Russia’s foreign policy towards Africa. The
second workshop examined how Russia and key African

states engage with one another in the development of norms,

in both traditional and newer global governance areas where
both Russia and Africa have high stakes. The third and final
scoping workshop examined Russian influence-building

in Africa, with presentations on Russia’s use of soft power
(including education, historical links and media) in Africa.

IN THE MEDIA

¢ The Bear is back: Russian re-engagement with Africa is picking up with Putin
in the driving seat in Daily Maverick

SAIIA and the Institute for Security Studies collaborated on
a paper Walking with the Bear? Russia and the A3 in the
UN Security Council examining Russia and Africa at the UN
Security Council.

Given the dearth of research on Russia-Africa relations, the
hope is that the work we are doing will contribute to filling this
knowledge gap and become a resource for other researchers,
organisations and the diplomatic community.
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https://saiia.org.za/project/russias-strategic-engagement-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/research/walking-with-the-bear-russia-and-the-a3-in-the-un-security-council/
https://saiia.org.za/research/walking-with-the-bear-russia-and-the-a3-in-the-un-security-council/
https://saiia.org.za/research/the-bear-is-back-russian-re-engagement-with-africa-is-picking-up-with-putin-in-the-driving-seat/
https://saiia.org.za/research/the-bear-is-back-russian-re-engagement-with-africa-is-picking-up-with-putin-in-the-driving-seat/
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Economic Diplomacy

Trade, Regional Value Chains and the African
Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA)

The three overarching themes for our work on this project are i) trade investment and regional integration on

our continent, ii) infrastructure, financing, and development, and iii) geopolitics and global governance. Each

theme incorporates cross-cutting dimensions with climate change, gender dimensions and digitalisation.

During 2020-2021, much of our work was dominated by the
COVID-19 pandemic and understanding its impact on African
economies at both a macro and micro level.

AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT (AfCFTA)

An ongoing area of SAIIA research relates to enhancing

the trade environment across African countries to facilitate
economic growth and socio-economic development. Several
reports produced explored various aspects of the AfCFTA.

The paper 'Digital Disruption in Africa - Mapping Innovations
for the African Free Trade Area in Post COVID Times’ explores
digital trends and how their application may optimise the
AfCFTA's growth potential. The ‘SPS Plus Provisions of the Free
Trade Agreement on Paperless Trade: What They Mean for
SMEs In Zambia’ paper highlights that despite the availability
of funding opportunities, and ongoing soft infrastructural
changes, the realisation of an efficient agricultural trading
system is a formidable task.

COVID-19 macroeconomic policy
responses in Africa (CoMPRA)

The project’s overall goal is to inforrn macro-economic policy
development in response to the COVID-19 pandemic by
Low- and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs) and development
partners. The two thematic areas are:

¢ Ongoing monetary and fiscal responses from LMICs and
their impact; and

IN THE MEDIA

¢ The CoMPRA project delivered a considered think piece for the World
Commerce Review, ‘Bracing for the Second Wave".

* Innovative financing strategies for fiscal policy responses.
The project focuses on six African countries: Benin, Senegal,

Tanzania, Uganda, Nigeria, and South Africa.

Research papers can be accessed at https://saiia.org.za/
compra/
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https://saiia.org.za/research/digital-disruption-in-africa-mapping-innovations-for-the-afcfta-in-post-covid-times/
https://saiia.org.za/research/digital-disruption-in-africa-mapping-innovations-for-the-afcfta-in-post-covid-times/
https://www.africaportal.org/publications/developments-paperless-trade-implications-zambias-small-scale-cross-border-traders/
https://www.africaportal.org/publications/developments-paperless-trade-implications-zambias-small-scale-cross-border-traders/
https://www.africaportal.org/publications/developments-paperless-trade-implications-zambias-small-scale-cross-border-traders/
https://saiia.org.za/compra/
https://saiia.org.za/compra/
https://saiia.org.za/research/bracing-for-the-second-wave/
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SAIIA Futures

The Futures Programme builds African foresight and innovation capacity to anticipate and

prepare for major political, economic, social, security, technological and environmental

disruptors in the SADC region. It explores new possibilities for systemic innovation and

anticipatory governance and assists policymakers, the business community and civil society to

deal with strategic risks and leverage emerging opportunities to meet development goals.

Over the course of the year, SAIIA expanded its engagement
and research on e-mobility and mining and energy. There
were a number of notable engagements and new projects.

GREEN HYDROGEN ECONOMY

The Programme is leading a consortium of organisations in a
new project funded by the UK, which aims to build capacity
within the energy sector among government stakeholders to
support a Just Energy Transition. The project aims to provide
technical assistance by concurrently facilitating a JET and
Just Labour Transition through the development of a Green
Hydrogen Economy workforce. The project’s first activity was
a comprehensive TVET gaps analysis, exploring gaps in the
TVET college system, the weak alignment with industry needs,
the poor outcomes of vocational training in Africa and the
potential jobs pipeline in the green hydrogen economy.

Government departments involved in this project include
the Department of Science and Innovation, the Department
of Trade, Industry and Competition and the Department of
Higher Education and Training.

This project is well-aligned with ongoing policy processes in
government to transition towards a lower carbon energy path
in South Africa, while tackling the jobs and energy crisis at the
same time.

UNESCO

Illustrating the importance that UN agencies attribute to
futures research, SAIIA is working with UNESCO's Southern
Africa Education Unit to build capacities, capabilities and
knowledge to support the development of SADC Futures of
Higher Education, TVET and Learning.

The COVID-19 crisis has exacerbated Southern Africa’s
education systems and demands re-imagining education and
learning in the context of global climate change, economic
crises, and technological disruption through the 4th industrial
revolution or 4IR. With over 83% of employment in sub-
Saharan Africa in the informal economy, and unemployment
in Southern Africa overwhelming traditional approaches to
jobs, there is a need to build education for economic well-

being in these societies. Virtual workshops brought together
educational representatives (including vice -chancellors) from
the region.

In addition to our work on the UNESCO Futures of Education
with the SADC Secretariat, we co-hosted a webinar on the
topic of the 4IR with the SADC Secretariat's Directorate of
Industrial Development.

EVS, E-MOBILITY, MINING AND ENERGY

SAIIA secured in-principle support from the SADC Business
Council, Mining Equipment Manufacturers of South Africa
and the Mining Industry Association of Southern Africa on
the establishment of an Electric Vehicle Minerals and Metals
Working Group to support regional localisation and supply
chain development. This engagement followed the publication
of the paper ‘SADC Futures of Mining: Implications of large-
scale EV Adoption’ exploring the implications of large-scale
EV adoption for SADC's mining sector. The programme also
published a series of papers on the battery manufacturing
value chain in Southern Africa, the regional impact of the
large-scale adoption of electric vehicles in Zimbabwe,
Namibia, Mauritius and Botswana and decarbonising
transport futures.

Stakeholders from the public and private sectors that
participated in these discussions were the Department of
Science and Innovation, the Department of Mineral Resources
and Energy, KPMG, the Department of Trade, Industry and
Competition, and UNEP, among others.

SADC ANTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE

Anticipatory governance develops capacity to mitigate
uncertain African futures by building future-readiness in
engagement, policymaking, funding and regulation practice
over extended timeframes. This approach aims to create
future-orientated innovative governance responses to

better navigate emerging technologies and socio-economic
developments. SAIIA focused on three crucial themes for
SADC in its research: conflict and defence; reducing disaster
risk after COVID-19; and governance.

15 | SAIIA Highlights 2020-21


https://saiia.org.za/research/sadc-futures-of-mining-implications-of-large-scale-ev-adoption/
https://saiia.org.za/research/sadc-futures-of-mining-implications-of-large-scale-ev-adoption/
https://mg.co.za/sci-tech/2021-02-10-electric-vehicle-battery-manufacturing-why-sadc-needs-to-act-now/
https://mg.co.za/sci-tech/2021-02-10-electric-vehicle-battery-manufacturing-why-sadc-needs-to-act-now/
https://saiia.org.za/research/sadc-automobile-futures-towards-just-e-mobility-transitions/
https://saiia.org.za/research/sadc-automobile-futures-towards-just-e-mobility-transitions/
https://saiia.org.za/research/sadc-e-mobility-outlook-accelerating-low-carbon-transport-futures/
https://saiia.org.za/research/sadc-e-mobility-outlook-accelerating-low-carbon-transport-futures/
https://saiia.org.za/research/building-anticipatory-governance-in-sadc-post-covid-19-conflict-and-defence-outlook/
https://saiia.org.za/research/anticipatory-governance-in-sadc-reducing-disaster-risk-after-covid-19/
https://saiia.org.za/research/anticipatory-governance-in-sadc-reducing-disaster-risk-after-covid-19/
https://saiia.org.za/research/building-anticipatory-governance-in-sadc-post-covid-19-governance-outlook/
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https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/report/031b0731-72db-472a-945d-c9cd3d2b57d2

Articles of particular note include that by Prof lan Taylor of Graham of the University of Johannesburg) and seven of the
St Andrew's University in Edinburgh, entitled ‘In a fix: Africa’s authors from three different continents. Articles considered
place in the Belt and Road Initiative and the reproduction the impact of terrorism on vaccine campaigns, the battle

of dependency’. This article, appearing in Vol 27.3 and co- against terrorism finance, terrorism and violent extremism in
authored with Tim Zajontz, has already been cited in four Southern Africa, and police empowerment and militarization
subsequent academic articles. in Somalia, as well as Boko Haram's resilience in the Lake Chad

. ) ) ) basin and the response of the Nigerian government.
A Special Issue on Counter-terrorism in Africa (Vol 28.2) was P 9 9

launched in a webinar on 9 June 2021, featuring the guest Wide discussion of these papers on social media platforms was

editors (Early Career Researcher Sven Botha and Prof Suzanne reflected in the journal's Twitter account analytics:
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Africa Portal

The COVID-19 pandemic may be showing signs of slowing
down, but misinformation and myths surrounding it rage on.
The need for credible, responsible and accurate content to
manage the infodemic cannot be overemphasised - the World
Health Assembly (which governs the WHO) last year passed

a resolution calling for governments, civil society and media/
publishing platforms to do just this.

The Africa Portal has played its small part by putting African-
produced research, analysis and journalismm on COVID-19 at the
centre of our work. We've prioritised indexing and promoting
hundreds of COVID-19 research outputs that have been

timeously produced by our content partners; published two
thematic series focusing on innovation and media coverage of
the pandemic in Africa; and curated analysis and commentary
on how COVID-19 has impacted governance, digital rights,
education, gender and the youth.

There is a huge and unabating appetite for evidence-based
information that is not only produced by African experts, but
also responsive to African contexts. Our metrics reinforce this:
our website received over half a million visits this year (a record
high), with COVID-19 content being the most-read.

A A

TS
(PN Gl 920 39%
~ - [}
WA |l
Web visits Users

504,475 418,636

Q

Pageviews

701,673

Research downloads

85 276

A DECADE OF THE
AFRICA PORTAL

It's been just over a decade since SAIIA
launched the Africa Portal in partnership and
with the support of the Centre for International
Governance Innovation (CIGCl) in Canada. Our
mission - to promote high-quality research
and analysis on African policy issues produced
by African institutes and experts - remains
unchanged and continues in earnest.

The Africa Portal started with just 2 content
partners and 1500 research documents in its
repository in its first year of operation. Now, it
has a powerful network of 93 content partners
(83 of which are based in Africa), and 9754
documents available for free access in its
research repository.

Canada

Tanzania

South Sudan

CONTENT PARTNERS ACROSS THE WORLD:

United States

Great Britain

Eswatini

Somaliland
Somalia

“We have noted that ever since we partnered with you, our articles have been cited by various

scholars and authors. We thank you for giving us this visibility.”

— Gateway Research Centre, Uganda
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Like other programmes, COVID-19 has forced Youth@SAIIA to reassess our methodology, adapt to the virtual space and explore
new ways of working with young people. The use of online platforms has allowed us to expand our reach and connect to more

AFRICA PORTAL SAJIA RESEARCH NETWORKING

young people from across the world, including parts that we may not have been able to physically reach prior to the pandemic.

PARTNERS

Youth@SAIIA continues to maintain healthy relationships with high schools and universities, civil society and youth organisation
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networks, the diplomatic community, business, government, and academia.

2 OUR CURRENT PARTNERS INCLUDE:

o

<

o ¢ Australian Volunteers Programme * Howard University

z

g e British High Commission in South Africa ¢ National Business Initiative (NBI)

=

8 ¢ City of Johannesburg * Regional Youth Climate Assembly (RYCA)
¢ Delegation of the European Union to South Africa * South African Climate Action Network
¢ Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries * UN Lesotho

2 ¢ Department of International Relations and Cooperation e UNICEF South Africa

g ¢ Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit e University of Leeds

z GmbH (GIZ) + US Mission to South Africa
* Embassy of Finland to South Africa * We Are Tomorrow Global Partnership

¢ Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to South Africa

¢ Global Change Institute at the University of the Witwatersrand
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PROGRAMMATIC WORK

YOUTH CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (YCAP)

In 2020, Youth@SAIIA began a youth-led process to contribute
to the Johannesburg Climate Action Plan (CAP). CAP, launched
in June 2021 by the former mayor of Johannesburg, Geoff
Makhubo, included contributions from young people from all

7 regions in Johannesburg in the document Foreword and in
Chapter 6: Stakeholder Mobilisation. Youth further included key
principles that focused on intersectionality, systemic change,
just transition and innovation.

After the successful completion of the Johannesburg CAP, a
new process was convened by Youth@SAIIA to develop the first
ever South African Youth Climate Action Plan (SA YCAP). The
vision for the SA YCAP is to serve as a guide for youth, decision-
makers, civil society, and relevant stakeholders to inspire local
climate action that is equitable, relevant, and intersectional.

It will also serve as a platform to share stories, art and media
while expanding and fostering a cohesive youth network that
will build a sustainable and climate resilient future.

YOUTH POLICY COMMITTEE

The Youth Policy Committee (YPC) is a convening group that
brings together young people from across the country to
actively participate in policy and decision-making processes.
The network currently has close to 300 members nationally.

Youth participants have developed various inputs, statements,
and contributions to a range of policies, including the National
Youth Policy, the updated South African Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) for climate change, and the Hate Crimes
Bill. The YPC has also hosted or co-hosted numerous dialogues
with youth and intergenerational audiences on topics ranging
from gender identity to cross-cutting areas of climate change.

SA - US COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

This programme brings together South African and US
undergraduate students and young representatives of local civil
society organisation through a substantive process of research,
experiential learning, and intercultural dialogue to develop
implementable community development and sustainability
plans for their university campuses and surrounding
communities.

Throughout 2020 and 2021, Youth@SAIIA hosted regular virtual
workshops to assist participants develop and build on their
community engagement plans. Guest speakers from South
Africa and the US were invited to share their experiences,
advice, and best practices to assist participants strengthen their
plans. It is hoped that an in-person conference will eventually
be held with participants in early 2022.

FOUNDATIONS PROGRAMMES

Negotiations and debate programmes

While in-person events have been restricted in this period,
Youth@SAIIA was able to adapt to the virtual space and
launched our first event virtual Model UN and Model
Legislature/Parliament programmes. Participants joined
national virtual negotiation and debate programmes on topics
ranging from youth views on addressing the global health
pandemic to the future of the UN and addressing the refugee
crisis.

Young Researchers Symposium

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown how critical it is to
effectively link and understand how knowledge is made, taken
up and supported by scientific data and evidence and then
actioned. Through the Young Researchers Symposium, learners,
students, and out-of-school youth have researched local and
international climate change related case examples connected
to developing a just and green recovery for all. Top papers were
presented in a national virtual symposium and the national
finalists are further developing their work for publication and
blogs on the SAIIA website.
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Communications

As the world settled into a ‘new normal’ and remote, paperless
working became de rigueur, the Commmunications Department
seized the opportunity to sharpen the institute’s brand to ensure
all online products - such as event invitations, newsletters,
presentations, reports and social media graphics - aligned with
international best practices in design.

We also worked hard to ensure SAIIA’'s expert analysis received
wide media coverage. The institute notched up 542 media
mentions during this time. Sixty-three media interviews took
place between journalists and SAIIA researchers, and 33 opinion
and analysis articles were published in high-impact publications
such as Project Syndicate, African Arguments, Business Day,
Mail & Guardian, World Commerce Review, Daily Maverick and
The Conversation Africa, to name a few. The total circulation

for all media clips amounted to well over 171 million. The US
presidential elections; the dramatic aftermath; and the terror
insurgency in Northern Mozambique were some of the big
topics for media queries.

This was a year during which we became more visual by

using infographics to illustrate research findings and promote
publications - we also invested more in multimedia storytelling
to launch certain publications and break complex research
outputs into digestible soundbites that could be shared on
social media.

The Communications team worked hard during the reporting
period to ensure SAIIA’s website reflected the latest outputs of
the institute as well as its activities in an impactful way.

Metrics such as users, new users, sessions, page views and
number of sessions per user were up during this period
compared to the previous one.

We gained 478 new followers on Twitter; 906 on Facebook; 1,175
on LinkedIn and 246 on Instagram. The total number of followers
on each platform as of 30 June 2021 is indicated below:

® 1092 ® 9084

7038

MEDIA QUERIES:

US presidential
elections
15
Nigerian President
Muhammadu (]
Buhari's state visit
10 to Sourh Africa
—
S
0 L L [|

O 2019/2020

U

total circulation
of all news clips
. Mentioning SAIIA

035

media interviews

President
. Trump's COVID-19 _
mpeschment mpaci e ugeney

512

SAIIA was
mentioned in the
media

/J_ Africa

J F M A M J

2020/2021

33

opinion and analysis
articles published ¢
externally

398,404

page views of
SAIIA website
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IMPACT:

SAIIA content generated during this period drew many positive

comments, which are shared in screenshots below.

The African Governance and Diplomacy Programme reached
out to the Communications Team to help it promote youth
participation and interest in one of its workshops titled ‘South
Africa APRM Youth Submission Working Meeting’, which

forms part of the South Africa APRM Popular Sensitisation
project. Through a successful collaboration between the teams,
whereby simple social media graphics were produced and
posts were boosted on Twitter, the project’'s WhatsApp group
swelled from 40 participants to 172 participants in the space of
just over an hour:
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SA'S CREATEST COVERMARCE ISSUES:

YOUTH SHARE THEIR YOI
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SAIIA Fellow Rogers Orock drew the attention of the World
Bank, following the publication of his op-ed Cameroon’s
Authoritarianism Fuels its Anglophone Separatist War
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' Judith Nwana Mar 10
F You: Thank you!

Microsoft Mar 14
m Sponsored « Realizing
| .

business value through...

Anna Chadwell
You: Thanks
Bénédicte Rastier

. You: Meci beaucoup.
Nicholas Awortwi  Feb 26
You: Congrats on your work

] anniversary!
Vincent Suh Feb 10
Vincent: Hey Rogers- hope
& you are holding up well...

a\ Sahansheel Ramdh.“ Feb8

YOUTH@SAIIA

Judith Nwana - 1st

Lead Telecoms Sourcing, Contracts and Vendor Management,
Information Officer at The World Bank

WEDNESDAY

Fjudlth Nwana - 6:18 PM ® » * O @

Hi Rogers,

Read your piece on the Southern Cameroons conflict
"Cameroon’s Authoritarianism Fuels its Anglop Sepa
War". Will like to connect.

Rgds,
Judith
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FINANCIALS

SAllIA’'s webinar in early March 2021, Creating an enabling
environment for trade and regional cooperation in Africa, led
to a tweet from OECD Deputy Director Federico Bonaglia, who
commented that ‘it was a pleasure to listen to the excellent
speakers’.

11 You Retweeted

& federico bonaglia

@FBonaglia

A pleasure to join @SAIIA_info @RIS_NewDelhi
@NeST_SSC @M _Philani & listen to excellent speakers
on the African Continental FTA & the contributions of
South-South Co-operation as part of the preparations

of the Dehli VI process
@mariopezzini @Indian_Embassy @AmbMuchanga

5 toom woer — 8 %

2 ECA and 4 others

SAIIA Youth Programme Associate and climate activist
Ditebogo Lebea was featured by the French Embassy in South
Africa, on their Twitter page, ahead of the Generation Equality
Forum in Paris, in June 2021.

(i ey

What does equality mean to the youth of today?

g o ke 2 L '? g im Pans
tomareow, we spoke to Chmate Activist and Youth
Programames Associate at S84 Dhitebogo Lebea. I
(Nl |§
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https://saiia.org.za/research/cameroons-authoritarianism-fuels-its-anglophone-separatist-war/
https://saiia.org.za/research/cameroons-authoritarianism-fuels-its-anglophone-separatist-war/
https://saiia.org.za/event/creating-an-enabling-environment-for-trade-and-regional-cooperation-in-africa/
https://saiia.org.za/event/creating-an-enabling-environment-for-trade-and-regional-cooperation-in-africa/
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
> AS AT 30 JUNE 2021
=z
% 2021 2020
= ASSETS
'—
z
Non-Current Assets
Furniture and Equipment 119988 129 436
S
g Current Assets 43929 411 30687 322
g Smuts Memorial Trust 1902 015 820 435
Investments 30 102 742 25 241 366
Trade and Other Receivables 3 551 541 2927912
Cash and cash equivalents 8373113 1 697 609
3 TOTAL ASSETS 44 049 399 30816758
w
FUNDS & LIABILITIES
o Funds 31413 026 24110632
E Accumulated Surplus 14906 412 9 560 743
g Investment reserve 16 506 614 14 549 889
i
< Current Liabilities 12636 373 6706 126
Trade & Other Payables 5 566 900 3 440 095
= Deferred Project funds 7 069 473 3266 031
=
,@; TOTAL FUNDS AND LIABILITIES 44 049 399 30816758
(=
=)
9
> STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
4
2 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2021
% 2021 2020
=
5
= Revenue 39 735 891 25 870 605
Net operating costs 2 590 602 (5028 533)
- Foreign Exchange Gains 7315 2 559
|
g Programme expenditure disbursed (38 254 337) (24 623 839)
2
= Deficit from operations 4079 471 (3779 208)
Income from investments 1266 198 1358716
Fair value adjustment of held for trading investments 1956 725 (438 446)
Deficit for the year 730239 (2858 938)

FUNDERS
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FUNDERS FINANCIALS COMMUNICATIONS

TOTAL REVENUE
2021

Commissioned research
and presentations

Commissioned research
and presentations

2021
Grant Income 33150 822
Commissioned research and presentations 4616 350
Subscriptions 638 532
Other Income 1330187
Total Revenue 39735 891
TOTAL REVENUE
2020
2020
Grant Income 19813852
Commissioned research and presentations 4164 782
Subscriptions 400 923
Other Income 1491 048
Total Revenue 25870 605
GRANT INCOME
Less than USD10 000 USD 18 547
Between USD10 000 - USD100 000 USD 451 165

Greater than USD100 000

Total Grant Income

USD 1 920 000

USD 2389 712
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Greater than USD100 000

Subscriptions

‘ ,— Other income

\— Grant income

Subscriptions

/ Other income

~—— Grant income

Less than USD10 000 —

Between USD10 000
,— -UsD100 000




RESEARCH NETWORKING CHIEF EXECUTIVE “

AFRICA PORTAL

<
<
(%]
®
=
-
S
>

FINANCIALS COMMUNICATIONS

FUNDERS

SCHEDULE OF
FUNDERS

African Centre for the Study of the United States
Australian Volunteers for International Development
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
British High Commission (2021)

Embassy of the Peoples' Republic of China
Global Change Institute
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung_KASCAM
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung_KASCFIN
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung KASYOU
Overseas Development Institute
Southern Africa Development Community BEMBANI
Southern Africa Development Community_ILRI
Southern African Confederation of Agricultural Unions
United Nations Environmental Programme

World Bank
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Johannesburg

SAIIA Head Office, East Campus
University of the Witwatersrand
Braamfontein

Johannesburg

South Africa

(011) 339-2021

r\

African perspectives.
Global insights.

info@saiia.org.za
www.saiia.org.za

Cape Town

1st Floor

Vunani Chambers
33 Church Street
Cape Town

South Africa

(021) 422-0717


mailto:info%40saiia.org.za?subject=
http://www.saiia.org.za
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