
 

   
 

Enhancing Global Trade Cooperation Amid Rising Protectionism: Can South-South 

Cooperation be the Answer? 

Date: 25 August 2025 

Time: 9:30-13:00 

 

Programme  

Programme Director: Ms Laura Rubidge, SAIIA 

Time: Item: Responsibility 

8:30 – 9:30 Registration All 

09:30-09:45 Welcome remarks from the Embassy of the 

People’s Republic of China to the Republic of 

South Africa 

H.E. Wu Peng, Ambassador 

Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the 

People’s Republic of China 

to the Republic of South 

Africa 

09:45-10:15 Fireside chat with H.E. Secretary General of the 

AfCFTA  

 

H.E. Wamkele Mene, 

Secretary-General of the 

African Continental Free 

Trade Area (AfCFTA) 

Secretariat  

 

Ms Elizabeth Sidiropoulos, 

Chief Executive, SAIIA 

10:15-10:30  Group photo 

10:30-10:45 Presentation: Challenging the status quo: Global 

South’s quest for fairness in global economic 

governance 

Mr. Muziwethu Ndlovu, KAS-

SAIIA Research Scholar 

10:45-11:45 Panel 1: Responding to Global Trade Shifts – 

Implications for Africa–China Trade Cooperation 

 

Focus: This panel will examine how shifting global 

trade dynamics—such as rising protectionism, 

tariffs, and the retreat from multilateralism—are 

Moderator: Gustavo de 

Carvalho, Senior 

Researcher, SAIIA 

 

Panellists: 



 

   
 

affecting Africa–China trade cooperation, and 

explore how both sides can adapt to the 

fragmented trade environment. 

Key Questions: 

1. How are global protectionist trends, including 

tariff increases and unilateral trade measures, 

affecting Africa–China trade dynamics? 

2. What are the implications of these trends for 

African economies and China’s global trade 

positioning? 

3. How can China and Africa work together to 

uphold multilateralism and promote inclusive 

global trade?  

4. How can China and Africa collaborate to 

build resilient regional value chains and 

reduce vulnerabilities? 

5. What opportunities exist for China and Africa 

to deepen trade ties in response to global 

fragmentation? 

1. Zhang Youyi, CIKD and 

Global South Research 

Center (online) 

2. Dr Cobus van Staden, 

Managing Editor at the 

China-Global South 

Project, 

3. Dr Marvellous Ngundu, 

International & 

development economist: 

(Africa-China Economic 

relations), Institute for 

Security Studies  

11:45-12:45 Panel 2: Unlocking Sectoral and Strategic 

Opportunities – AfCFTA and Africa–China 

Economic Cooperation 

Focus: This session will delve into the role of the 

AfCFTA as a tool for deepening Africa–China 

trade cooperation, especially in specific sectors 

such as agriculture, manufacturing, and 

infrastructure. It will explore joint strategies for 

sustainable, balanced, and mutually beneficial 

trade and investment. 

Key Questions: 

1. How can the AfCFTA serve as a platform to 

scale up and diversify Africa–China trade and 

investment, particularly in strategic sectors 

Moderator: Dr Joseph Upile 

Matola, Ag Head: Economic 

Resilience and Inclusion 

Programme (SAIIA) 

 

Panellists: 

1. Mr. Du Qiqi, Senior 

Executive Vice President, 

Bank of China 

Johannesburg Branch 

2. Ms Tshengi Ndlovu, Trade 

Facilitation Expert, 

Organization of Women in 



 

   
 

such as infrastructure, agriculture, and green 

manufacturing?  

2. What reforms or investment frameworks are 

needed to align Chinese investments with 

AfCFTA’s industrialisation agenda?  

3. What joint policy initiatives can China and 

Africa pursue to strengthen economic 

cooperation under the AfCFTA framework? 

 

International Trade (OWIT) 

(online) 

3. Mr Wolfe Braude, 

Manager: Agbiz Fruit 

(Agricultural Business 

Chamber of SA) 

 

12:45-13:00 Closing and vote of thanks  SAIIA and Chinese Embassy     

13:00-14:00 LUNCH  

 


